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UNIT NEWS

The Unit has been quictly active over the past
few months despite being unable to make full use
of the hut (no clectricity yet!). The highlight
of the half term trip to Hay-on-Wye was a cycle
trip up over the Brecon Beacons, lecd by Steve
Chalkley. Starting from Brecon the group
followed the old roman road over to the old
railway linc at Torpantau and then through the
tunncl down to Tal-y-bont.

Now that the Pool is back in usc it was the unit
that was the first group of pupils to take the
plunge. most have now recovered from the cxccess
chlorine! We should now he able to train up a
tcam for next ycars district swimming gala,

Pool of a different sort has fcaturcd rccently
as a table donated by Laurcentian Life Assurance
has been a popular addition to the hut furniture
In the new ycar therec will be a sponsored pool
matech with Laurentian, and details of this arec
found further on in the magazinec.

A small group rccently did a short night hike
and camped out at Mulhampton Farm. They chose
the coldest weekend of the winter so far, and
woke to snow on the ground on Sunday morning.

Over the past few months we have been doing a
bit of work for the school, cutting down the
hedge alongside the tennis courts., It has been a
long and scratch-producing process and it cnded
up rcceently with a big bonfirce. It did produce a
lot of tennis balls, but we arc not popular with
the year 11 tobacco apprecciation socicty!
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Another well supported mecting this term saw Qld
Richian Jon O'Lecary who gave us a slide prescent-
ation on somc of his himalayan adventures, both
mountain climbing and canoecing.

February will sce the Cotswold Marathon, and a
tcam has alrcady been asscmbled to build on the
cfforts of last ycar.

LR R R VLR R L R b R & e

This summer wc¢ said farewell to a numbcecr of
members who have been the backbone of the unit
for four ycars, including brothers Nick and Sam
Cambridge, and Jim Newman and Charles Richardson
We have also lost once of the new wave, James
Adams , whoscec family have moved to Dorsct. We
wish them all the best in the futurec.

Two pecople who will be particularly missed arc
the one time cditor of this very magazine. PAUL
KINGSBURY, and long serving sccrctary., MATTHEW
WILTON. Paul is now studying at Lampcter. and
Matt is at Manchester. Both Paul and Matt have
becn outstanding in the school in gcncral. and
the wuwnit in particular, showing qualities of
loyalty, reliability, and intiative that arc the
mark of the very best in Venturc scouting. They
will be difficult to replace, but I hope that
their assocaition with the unit has not come to
a complete cnd and we will scc them occasionally

on activitics in the futurc. E-H:
A HAPPY CHRISTMAS
and a

PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR
to all our readers
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ARIDE ON THE RIDGEWAY

Early 1tn the Easter holiday a groop of cight of
the more adventurous (or stupid) members of the
Unit teok dpart dinhca Cleistrelby)itwe “day’ cycile
ride of about seventy milkes.

After removing some of the scats from the up-to-
thic moement . Jdii st e ht Siehegutistiibe by arna s hedhmini
bus, with suspension so good that it falls apart
when Adam "the lTightweight® Bennett sits in Tt
we loaded hikes, tents and so on. We drove about
twelve miles and disembarked ncar Andoversford
in .the very fresh airn ok Sthe Scountryside. or
force, tenygale 2 f youlprefer

We replaced the Ffront wheels on our bikes - we
frmd it e bps, togmdintaio sbhalfance. Fim did "ot
nced to do bhisoas s hiikeis s cgood that Lhe
whecl Jhs. S montgdedifsons stiosspli vetda s ohoo st ftox (the
acrodynamically contourcd framec.

The journcy for Monday - approximatcly 32 miles
according to the hi-teceh gadget on the Andrcws
supcrbike. Navigation, basically along the rural
setlang ol the yalley ol thic "R ivier S0l nic'Swa's
exee lbend,, “a lithodgh Swelcovie rcd? nit Few e xt ita “mailacs
due’ to G minox ., mistakey GGareth) [t and® 5 topping
only for a few ice c¢crcam and to buy some rainbow
f ot Sin Biibany.owe  weircigwe BT an colrsie. st
ouitsaide Lochlade, rasiiwe  hcaded: upt thed hidil “the
wind was so strong wc had to pcdal hard to avoid
,going backwards, but we cventually rcached our
desitinatvon = he! "Carpenteor srArms ™. a pub with
a ficld behind.

We put up our tents with the mimimum difficulty
despite the continved ‘stromy Switnd.  Tim' sikept
falling down in the night =+ surcly no-onc had
rcmoved any pegs?
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The cvening mecal was good, and ncxt morning we
atec the afore mentioncd rainbow trout, very nicc
and sct off up on to the Ridgeway. We stopped at
Wayland Smithy, an ancient burial sitce and then
continued along the track. therc were some fast
downhills and many dccp puddlcs which tended to
causc us to get wet through - a major drawback!

We were delayed for some time whilst Adam mcaded
a puncturec, but werc soon on the move again. We
were following verbal instructions and although
we had a map we didn't nced to use it, as the
route was straightforward. So we got lost., We
cnded up by the Thames at Strecatlcy, where the
V.S.L. cventually located us. We loaded up, and
climbed into the bus to the relicf of our tired
muscles. We were totally cxhausted, and very wel
but we had enjoycd the ride. Thanks to the V.S.L
for his help, and cntertaining us at the dinncr
table with cnigmatic and amusing(?) stories op
Monday night.

Mark Gilmore

V44 READER' S CHARTER

Are YOU happy with Venture 44 as it is? Do YOU
think it could be improved? Would you like to
see any alterations

New Fatures?

More illustrations?
More (or even SOME) humour
Some serious “social comment” type features
Games, puzzles, etc.

We would |like to hear from YOU the reader what
YOU think so that we can improve YOUR MAGAZINE.
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THE HUT - THE NEVER ENDING
STORY

The story so far... After many ycars of service
the old Scout hut had given, it was time for the
sagging walls and rotten floors to go, and a necw
hut was commissioned. Despite bad wcather and
problems with building regulations the base was
laid in January....

Every wcecekend through the spring and carly
summer saw small groups of venture scouts busy
on the projeccet. There was a great decal of minor
adjustments, with c¢cvery picce sceming to not
quite match up to the next one, but slowly and
surely the walls rosc, the roof support was
asscmbled, and the roof itsclf was creceted. The
working parties grew in size as scouts were
encouraged to sce the hut gradually grow. The
doors and windows were put in, and the floors
and walls lined. Painting was a popular task,
and some paint did actually gct on the walls!

At times some of wus felt like giving up when
things went wrong - the walls had to come down
several times in order to get them to line up
properly; a swaying concrete post necarly laid
the V.S.L. out, and the doors didn't fit (they
still don't properiy!). Even so, most of us
enjoyed the time spent working on the task, and
arc pleascd with our masterpicec.

Tim Andrews

N.B. It's not finished yet, but it is hoped to
get the ceiling installed this Christmas, and
put power in soon after. T would like to thank
al!l the members and cex-members who have helped,
and in particular Tim, Lukce Hemming and James
Adams for exceptional "devotion to duty" E.H,



SPONSORED POOL MATCH

at

LAURENTIAN LIFE

Proceeds to CHAMWELLS SCHOOL holiday project.

JANUARY 21st

The match will take place over a period of three
hours during which members of the Unit will pilay
against members of the Laurentian Life Sports
and Social Club. It is expected that about 20
matches will be played, and sponsoring is based
on the number of matches WON by the Venture
Scouts.

-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO SUPPORT THIS PROJECT,
EITHER BY GETTING SPONSORS, OR SPONSORING
MEMBERS PLEASE GET IN TOUCH WITH

JODY BEVAN
c/o 44th GLOUCESTER V.S.U.
SIR THOMAS RICH'S SCHOOL
OAKLEAZE
GLOUCESTER
GL2 (OLF
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44 th GLOUCESTER VENTURE SCOUT UNIT
STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS + SEPTEMBER 1993
INCOME L EXPENDITURE

100 Club 594.00 : 100 Club Prizes 225.00

Mcmbership subs 236.00 ; Scout Hut 2782.44

Tuck Shop 975.00 Minibus ’ 40.00

Sponsorcd cycele cvent 59.34 : Climbing cquip 134.73

Sale of Swcatshirts 25.00 Caving 42 .00

Expedition income 105.00 Expedition exp 109.80

Norway Exped (c¢.f) 62.64 : Entry Fcecs 84.70

Interest on Dep ac 4.68 i Glos Dist Scout Coun. 146.25

3 General cquip 180.17

Postage, V44 20..48

Sundrics 68.13

Total Income 2061.66 ; Total Expenditurec 3833.70

Deficit of Exp over Inc 1772.04

Brought forward 91/92 : Carried forward 93/94
Current Ac 1928.59 Currcnt ac 405.08
Deposit Ac 248.44 Deposit ac 0.00
Cash 13.06 Cash 12.97
Total b.f. 2190.09 -,
Less deficit 1772.04 i
7 Total c¢.f. 418.05

418.05



FROM ALL POINTS

Sincc the last issuc I havc been in contact with
a large number of ex-members at onc cvent or
another, and it has becen particularly plecasing
to secc some of you for the first timec for many
ycars. So, in no logical order.....

First, a corrcction and apology. in No 73 you
were informed that as far as known MARK SIMMONS
was not marriced, but living happily in Newcastle
on Tyne. Wrong on both counts! Mark was married
in the summer, and is now living in Edinburgh
whilst working in the muscum in Perth. | called
in at the muscum this summer, much to  the
surprise of Mark, and discoverced that he was at
work on a collcction previously visited by CHRIS
COLLINS (thc V44 muscum mafia in action again!).
A few days later 1 stayed with Mark and Dot in
Edinburgh and cnjoyced a few pints in a plcasant
hostelry under the shadow of Arthur's Scat.

IAN SIMMONS is no longer our man in Victnam, but
brother Mark informs me that lanm is now in Thai-
land flying the flag with the Forcign Officec.

Whilst in Scotland I spent a couple of days with
ALAN and HEATHER ROBBINS. Thcir Forestry venturce
is thriving, despite the depression, and it was
good to reminisce in the summer cvenings sitting
outside the pub (being caten alive by midges) on
the 44th 25 ycars ago! Whilst rcturning from
holiday on the continent this ycar, Alan called
at the school to show his children where hc was
cducated, and was horrificd to find that the
scout hut had disappcared - (doesn't he rcad
Venture 447°7)
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Back to weddings. As reported last issuce MIKE
BARTON took the plunge this summer. At the Al
Fresco do in the cvening I met SIMON VENN, who
is now studying for a Psychology degrce at the
now university of Plymouth., Simon told me that
his brother, PAUL VENN, had scttled down and was
running his own business, Roots & Fruits, in
Calton Road. Next day, I dccided that I fancied
a cucumber, so I hcaded down Stroud Road and mect
up with Paul, who later came up to the school
fete and was onc of two ex-members to scc the
new hut in usc for the first time. (The other
was RICH DREW, who was home for the weckend and
wondcred what all the noisc was up the road.
Another gucest at Mike's wedding was S IMON
WILLTAMS, who also was marricd in Secptember.
Simon and Tracecy spent their honcymoon sailing
around the Greck isltands and to quote "the trip
turned into onc big taverna crawl”. ..

Later in the summcr another but differcent social
cvent occurred onc saturday night at the "King
Teddy" organiscd by an honoured cx-cditor of
this very magazine (cighteen years agol) - ANDY
MESSAM. 1t was a thirty-somecthing gathering for
folk who started at Rich's twenty five ycars ago
and it attracted a good turn out, especially
from ex venturc scouts. Apart from Andy, who is
a promincnt cxccutive at Eagle Star, others
included JOHN SWEET, now a building cnginecring
adviscr in Kent, and MARTIN BERRY, who works for
C.R.S in Wellington, Somersct, whilst living in
the south of Bristol., Another man of Kent, TONY
(A.M.) JONES is in gencral practice in Maidstone
whilst PHIL GORMAN is ncarcr home working for a
local firm specialising in receivership. Phil is
sometimes scen at the Checltenham cricket
festival, complete with mobile phone and other
accroutrements of the successful executive. JOIN
PENRY-WILLIAMS was up from the valleys, having
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now bhecome head of maths at a school with an
unpronouncable name just outside Cardiff, whilst
JOUN PRICE, after adventures in the Sovict Union
has had several jobs teaching russian in England
and Scotland before landing a post at that well
known public school, Winchester. ROB CHAMPION of
course was present, still market pgardening in
Hatherley, but absent (on holiday) werc John
Barncs, Mike Partridge and still in Hong Kong,
Darrcll Jones. All these cx-members were around
in the great days of the Cotswold Marathon, and
several were rash cnough to consider cntering a
tcam again next ycar, but I cxpeect they have
forgotten that by nowl

Another smaller scale social event in the Bowls
Club  saw GARETH ROSS, GEORGE EVANS and STEVE
GLADWELL back in town. Garcth in laci was jusl
off 1o do a Business studics coursc at the new
University of Glamorgan at Pontypridd, whilst
George was cclebrating his success with a 2.1 in
Geology from West London. He actually has a job,
working with a geotechnical firm doing borcholes
for the new Brockworth bypass. Steve continucs
to work in the ticenced trade ficecld, but is no
tonger in Doctor Fosters. JUSTIN SARGENT missed
the mini-recunion as he had to start an M.Sc
coursce at Silsoc College. Justin gaincd a 2.1
from Southampton this summer. Another cx-member
from the same ycar, LAURENCE TOWNLEY, has sct
of f to Africa to spend a yecar and a quarter in a
remote Kenyan village., I met Laurence on a coach
heading for Heathrow this summecr, and he told me
all the details of his trip. We hope to be able
to print an account of his adventures in duc
coursc.,

Whilst talking of travellers, some jottings [rom
a perennial wanderer, YOSH COWMEADOW. . .
"I've just spent  a year or so working in the
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gulf (Abu Dhabi) tcaching English to dclinguent
tcecnage Arab millionaires who were masquerading

a5 mibBotaey eadets. I Uthiiak L tve pliaycd senough
bridge and drunk cnough G & T and Pimms to last
me: avlvEctiimes Yes - woutlcangdanink in cAb-Dhiahi

what' av stroke of luck!

So, with my idecologically unsound carnings ['m
of i on gt g Erip, meeting A Lriend fin gMexi o,
we will spend’ some a few months in Central and
South America - camping, walking, hanging around
itn" scedy ‘bars, cte beforc hcading for Australia.
Afite rtsthat s thiingys  are flhaid, maybe workiVin Oz.
or omitoMSUE.Asia  and India-. [ wild kiecep you
postecd, anyway"

M An African adventure...
Gloucester teacher
Laurence Townley who
will be spending 15
months teaching at a
remote Kenyan school
(inset).
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Back to the wedding news...in Scptember JOHN
PEPPERELL mct his match, and in November another
scasoncd traveller, DAVE JERRARD, ticd the knot
in Bristol., Dave and John, together with JER
HOBBS rcturncd to their old haunts for an
cvening at the Bowls Club. Dave recalicd @
mceting in the Californian mountains with RICH
KERSWELL when they put their wventure scout
learned backwoods skills to the test.

Back at home a report in the Citizen on the
County Squash Championships rccorded that onc

ALT SMITH lost 3 - 0 in the sccond round, but
his opponent then had to meet another member of
the family in the quartcrfinals. Rcvenge was
sweet as TIM SMITH procceded to go through to
the semifinals with a 3 - 0 victory. Tim's farm

reccently hosted a unit night activity, when the
participants woke up to find snow lying around
their tents.

Finally, JAS STONE has, after long deliberation,
plunged into higher cducation and has gonc up to
Huddersfiecld University to study sociology. This
lecads nicely into the next item, from a graduate
from the samc cstablishment, STEVE CLUTTERBUCK,
the conclusion of the Miles Davis memorial. ..

SPELLS OF A DARK "MAGUS

(Continued from Nn:'.. 73)

"Bitches Brew', rccecorded in 1969, is a record
which still defics any attempt at catagorisation
The array of talent uscd in the reccordings is
awcsome: Waync Shorter, Joc Zawinul, Tony
Williams, John McLaughlin, Chick Corca, Herbic
Hancock, Dave Holland. 'Bitches Brew', the first
example of what would fater be termed "fusion",
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{(most of the fusion records which came after
werce much inferior) shook both the jazz and rock
worlds. The vnusual mix of McLaughlin's
clectric, rock oricnted guitar playing ncxt to
Miles' tough trumpet sound was strangc yect
fascinating. The music is ecxtremecly densc and
complex, with musicians entering and leaving the
music at various intervals. One can get lost in
the labyrinthine musical explorations and
bewildering array of techniques evident on the
rccording, but getting lost in this context
mcans finding any number of ncw musical
expericnccs and surprisces. It has been said that
twenty-five years ago Miles was thirty ycars
ahcad of wherc wec are now, and one would find it
hard to disagrce while listening to 'Bitches
Brew'.

In thc carly to mid-scventics, Milces developed
his music at an incredibly fast rate. The Rock
critic Simon Reynolds has described Miles' out
put during this pecriod as "freakrock"; you could
not recally call it anything else. Miles left his
orthodox (if you could call anything Miles cver
did orthodox!), «c¢lassical jazz roots firmly
bchind him and dived into the world of rock and
rhythmic experimentation. 'Live evilL', 'On the
Corner' the wonderful 'Jack Johnson' (with John
McLaughlin on tremendous form) and 'Dark Magus'
all displayed diffcrent aspects of Miles' devel-
opment. What also scemed to characterise this
period of Miles' music was its dark, introspcct-
ive and aggressive qualities. Young, black
Amecrica was suffcring in the carly scventics and
Miles, particularly in 'On the Corner' showed
the latent anger and aggression which was
presecnt on the strcet. The music is incredibly
densc and oppressive; it is not casy to .listen
to. But then that is exactly what Miles wanted.
this was social rcalism on record.
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After a specll away from music in the mid to late
scventics, when he immersed himsclf in alcohol,
sex and drugs, and was in no fit state to do
anything, Miles recturned in the cightics with
rccords which, although again highlighting his
wish to develop and c¢hange the course of his
music¢, were by his standards pecdestrian  and
uncxciting (the cxceptions perhaps being the
great live album 'We Want Miles' from 1982 and
1986 "' "Tutu'). However, his last recording
proper to he relcased was Michel Legrand's sound
track for the film 'Dingo’, and shows Milces on
excellent form.

Jazz, and music in genceral would have been
infinitely poorer and less ecxciting without
Miles Davis; his contribution to the development
of music must never be undercstimated, Thus his
autobiography, published in 1990, is a must for
anyonc at all interested in music and how it is
crecated. Now sincce his death the definitive work
to consult on Miles Davis, it shows us just what
drove the man and his nced to crcatce:

Music has always been |ike a curse with me
because | have always driven to play it. It has
always been the first thing inmy life and it
still is. It comes before everything...|'ve made
a kind of peace with my musical demons....The
demons are still there but now | know that
they're there and when they want to be fed.

Steve Clutterbuck

100 CLUB WINNERS

July Mrs V.Andrews Aug Ali Smith
Scpt Andy Manders Oct I.L.Kellie
Nov Mr K.Frodin Dcc lan Simmons









