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LanguageNewsREEL 
  Languages, your passport to the world 

A talk by Penny Krucker,  
European and International  

consultant,  
19th January 2010 

 
We were very pleased to finally 
welcome Penny Krucker to school 
to speak to year 9 pupils about 
the importance of learning        
languages, a talk which had 
been postponed due to the 
snowy conditions and school             
closure . 
 
Mrs Spilsbury: “The talk raised 
awareness of the   advantages of 
learning 2 modern languages and the doors which  
languages can open for pupils.”  
 
Mr M. Morgan: “A useful  insight was given into the        
importance of language learning in particular with   
regard to careers in business, especially multi-national 
companies.”  
 
It was rather shocking to find that language skills in   
Britain are the worst in Europe. 75% of the world‘s      
population do not speak English at all and British        
businesses lose millions every year because their          
employees cannot speak a foreign language- hardly 
grounds for complacency. Languages enable us to 
gain an understanding of different cultures and     
countries and to travel abroad for work or pleasure. 
They open up exciting career paths and give a head 
start in the job market. These were just some of the       
reasons that Penny gave for learning languages. 
 
I was very much encouraged to learn that language 
teachers are amongst the most intellectual in the 
teaching profession- learning a foreign language      
increases intelligence. Other research has highlighted 
further benefits- Britons who learn a foreign language 
are richer, happier and are regarded as sexier than 
those who can only speak English. 
 
I do congratulate year 9 pupils on the good behaviour 
and interest they demonstrated and hope they  will 
take up the challenge of learning more than one     
language at STRS, either within the curriculum or in a 
language club- these can be arranged according to 
demand. 

J Hewett 
Language College Co-ordinator 

Spanish Exchange  
Joint with High School for Girls 

 
The Spanish exchange was one of the most        
enjoyable trips I have been on during my time at 
Tommies.  The amount that my Spanish improved 
in the week was really surprising.  The experience 
was not just educational it was also an incredibly 
fun trip.  If any pupil who is contemplating going 
on the trip but is worried about staying with a         
family that you don't know I would just like to say 
that all at Tommys and Denmark Road  who 
went on the trip had no problem what so ever 
with the families that they stayed with and the 
partners that they were paired with.  I also made 
some really good friendships with both Spanish 
and E nglish pupils. 
 
I would also like to thank Mr Hearn and Mrs Pines 
who made this experience possible and                 
provided a once in a lifetime trip that I would       
recommend to anyone who is interested in           
improving their Spanish and have a great week. 
 

George Latter 10T 

At the Royal Palace in Madrid 

On the Bench at Bernabeu Stadium 
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NEARLY NEW UNIFORM – SALE DATES 
 
 

The next sale is on Wednesday 10th March 2010 from 5.30pm onwards. 
 

If you can’t make the sale or require an item in a hurry, please contact  
Julie Goble on 01452 612043 who will try to help you. 

 
If you have any items you wish to donate they can be left with Mrs Brown, the School Secretary, labelled ‘for school 

fund’.  If you wish to sell your items please fill out the official sales slip, attach it to the item/s and give it to the 

School Secretary.   
We take 25% commission which goes to school funds.  We sell blazers, rugby shirts, rugby socks & shorts, ties, 

cricket whites, rugby boots, scarves and wraps. 
 

We currently have a shortage of Southgate Rugby Shirts, Rugby Socks and School Ties – donations of these items 
would be most welcome. 

We Will Rock You!  
 
October 19th 2009, two minibuses, a handful of staff and a 
selection of pupils from Year 11, 12 and 13 embarked on 
a magical journey to the Bristol Hippodrome to witness 
the magnificence that is ―We Will Rock You‖. For those of 
you who are unaware, it is the musical which revolves 
around the greatest songs, by one of the world‘s greatest 
bands; Queen, and was written by Ben Elton, in             
collaboration with Brian May and Roger Taylor (of 
Queen).  
 
A lengthy journey only fuelled our excitement as we      
arrived at the venue, hoards of people littered the streets, 
eager to rush to their allocated seats, not before stocking 
up on confectionary of course! The atmosphere was        
intense and as the lights dimmed the whole audience 
erupted. The musical is set in the future, in a world where 
music is computer-generated and ―genuine‖ pop artists 
have become extinct. The ―Ga-Ga‖ kids represent how 
teenagers may act in the future, influenced by the media 
and under the rule of the appropriately named ―Killer 
Queen,‖ played by Brenda Edwards (a previous X-Factor 
semi-finalist). They all share the same thoughts and are, in 
affect, human robots following a strict set of orders.  
 
The central characters are Galileo (played by Alex         
Gaumond) an outcast of the ―Ga-Ga‖ kids and                     
Scaramouche (Sarah French-Ellis). They are both on      
par from the ―Ga-Ga‖ world and eventually meet after 
they are arrested for trying to brainwash the other 
―manufactured‖ teenagers. The musical is centred 
around the quest to revive ―genuine‖ music and              
extinguish Killer Queen for good. Along with the superb 
storyline is the chance to sing along with the cast to the 
likes of ―I Want To Break Free‖, ―We Are The Champions,‖ 
―Don‘t Stop Me Now‖, and of course, ―Bohemian        
Rhapsody‖ . 

 

The cast also included Jonathan Wilkes, Kevin Kennedy 
and Georgina Hagen who all performed flawlessly 
throughout the show, further improving the experience. 
Behind the set the live band produced a breathtaking 
performance which accompanied the story throughout 
the duration. However, the highlight of the experience 
was the cast‘s vocals. Here is a performance which          
includes genuine singing talent, most notably by Sarah 
French Ellis (Scaramouche); none of that Jedward rubbish 
thankfully!  
 
All in all, a thoroughly enjoyable night. Not one pupil or 
member of staff left Bristol feeling even the slightest bit 
disappointed. Myself, and anyone who experienced We 
Will Rock You, would recommend it to anyone, Queen 
fan or not. I can think of no better way to spend a                
Monday night, except for travelling back in time and       
seeing Queen for real of course! 
 
A big thank you to Mrs Spilsbury for organising the trip (a 
whole year before the date of our performance)!  
      Chris Passey 12T 
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2010            2010 

 
 

 
 

 
The Parents‘ Association (PA) is taking on a big challenge this year - we‘re aiming to raise a minimum of £35,000 through what we hope will be a series of exciting and 

profitable events.   
 

The money will provide a significant contribution towards helping the school remodel and extend the current dining room. The boys and girls at STRS have been           
consulted on the project and have shown great enthusiasm for the proposed development which will increase the current facility by a third, introduce natural light 

and create an altogether nicer place to meet and eat! 
 

To realise our ambition we need your help – please, please support the PA fundraising events. Put the dates into your diary now and come along and have a good 
time … 

 
Spring Fayre - Saturday 8th May (1pm-3pm) 

PA Barbecue at the Sports evening – Thursday 8th July (6.30pm–8pm) 
Quiz & Pudding Night – Friday 15th October 

Christmas Fayre – Saturday 4th December (1pm–3pm) 
Winter Ball (in conjunction with Denmark Road) - Date TBC 

  
 

As well as raising money, the events are a great way for you to get to know the school, the staff and other parents. But don‘t stop at that, please bring friends and 
family along to any of the fundraisers for a great day/night out. Details of all events will be distributed as soon as they‘re available.  

 
 

We look forward to seeing you and thank you in advance for the support I know you‘ll give to the PA‘s fundraising. 
 

Katie Panton 
Chair 

pantonk@wyeth.com 
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  Languages, your passport to the world 

A talk by Penny Krucker,  
European and International  

consultant,  
19th January 2010 

 
We were very pleased to finally 
welcome Penny Krucker to school 
to speak to year 9 pupils about 
the importance of learning        
languages, a talk which had 
been postponed due to the 
snowy conditions and school             
closure . 
 
Mrs Spilsbury: “The talk raised 
awareness of the   advantages of 
learning 2 modern languages and the doors which  
languages can open for pupils.”  
 
Mr M. Morgan: “A useful  insight was given into the        
importance of language learning in particular with   
regard to careers in business, especially multi-national 
companies.”  
 
It was rather shocking to find that language skills in   
Britain are the worst in Europe. 75% of the world‘s      
population do not speak English at all and British        
businesses lose millions every year because their          
employees cannot speak a foreign language- hardly 
grounds for complacency. Languages enable us to 
gain an understanding of different cultures and     
countries and to travel abroad for work or pleasure. 
They open up exciting career paths and give a head 
start in the job market. These were just some of the       
reasons that Penny gave for learning languages. 
 
I was very much encouraged to learn that language 
teachers are amongst the most intellectual in the 
teaching profession- learning a foreign language      
increases intelligence. Other research has highlighted 
further benefits- Britons who learn a foreign language 
are richer, happier and are regarded as sexier than 
those who can only speak English. 
 
I do congratulate year 9 pupils on the good behaviour 
and interest they demonstrated and hope they  will 
take up the challenge of learning more than one     
language at STRS, either within the curriculum or in a 
language club- these can be arranged according to 
demand. 

J Hewett 
Language College Co-ordinator 

Spanish Exchange  
Joint with High School for Girls 

 
The Spanish exchange was one of the most        
enjoyable trips I have been on during my time at 
Tommies.  The amount that my Spanish improved 
in the week was really surprising.  The experience 
was not just educational it was also an incredibly 
fun trip.  If any pupil who is contemplating going 
on the trip but is worried about staying with a         
family that you don't know I would just like to say 
that all at Tommys and Denmark Road  who 
went on the trip had no problem what so ever 
with the families that they stayed with and the 
partners that they were paired with.  I also made 
some really good friendships with both Spanish 
and E nglish pupils. 
 
I would also like to thank Mr Hearn and Mrs Pines 
who made this experience possible and                 
provided a once in a lifetime trip that I would       
recommend to anyone who is interested in           
improving their Spanish and have a great week. 
 

George Latter 10T 

At the Royal Palace in Madrid 

On the Bench at Bernabeu Stadium 
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NewsREEL 

NEARLY NEW UNIFORM – SALE DATES 
 
 

The next sale is on Wednesday 10th March 2010 from 5.30pm onwards. 
 

If you can’t make the sale or require an item in a hurry, please contact  
Julie Goble on 01452 612043 who will try to help you. 

 
If you have any items you wish to donate they can be left with Mrs Brown, the School Secretary, labelled ‘for school 

fund’.  If you wish to sell your items please fill out the official sales slip, attach it to the item/s and give it to the 

School Secretary.   
We take 25% commission which goes to school funds.  We sell blazers, rugby shirts, rugby socks & shorts, ties, 

cricket whites, rugby boots, scarves and wraps. 
 

We currently have a shortage of Southgate Rugby Shirts, Rugby Socks and School Ties – donations of these items 
would be most welcome. 

We Will Rock You!  
 
October 19th 2009, two minibuses, a handful of staff and a 
selection of pupils from Year 11, 12 and 13 embarked on 
a magical journey to the Bristol Hippodrome to witness 
the magnificence that is ―We Will Rock You‖. For those of 
you who are unaware, it is the musical which revolves 
around the greatest songs, by one of the world‘s greatest 
bands; Queen, and was written by Ben Elton, in             
collaboration with Brian May and Roger Taylor (of 
Queen).  
 
A lengthy journey only fuelled our excitement as we      
arrived at the venue, hoards of people littered the streets, 
eager to rush to their allocated seats, not before stocking 
up on confectionary of course! The atmosphere was        
intense and as the lights dimmed the whole audience 
erupted. The musical is set in the future, in a world where 
music is computer-generated and ―genuine‖ pop artists 
have become extinct. The ―Ga-Ga‖ kids represent how 
teenagers may act in the future, influenced by the media 
and under the rule of the appropriately named ―Killer 
Queen,‖ played by Brenda Edwards (a previous X-Factor 
semi-finalist). They all share the same thoughts and are, in 
affect, human robots following a strict set of orders.  
 
The central characters are Galileo (played by Alex         
Gaumond) an outcast of the ―Ga-Ga‖ kids and                     
Scaramouche (Sarah French-Ellis). They are both on      
par from the ―Ga-Ga‖ world and eventually meet after 
they are arrested for trying to brainwash the other 
―manufactured‖ teenagers. The musical is centred 
around the quest to revive ―genuine‖ music and              
extinguish Killer Queen for good. Along with the superb 
storyline is the chance to sing along with the cast to the 
likes of ―I Want To Break Free‖, ―We Are The Champions,‖ 
―Don‘t Stop Me Now‖, and of course, ―Bohemian        
Rhapsody‖ . 

 

The cast also included Jonathan Wilkes, Kevin Kennedy 
and Georgina Hagen who all performed flawlessly 
throughout the show, further improving the experience. 
Behind the set the live band produced a breathtaking 
performance which accompanied the story throughout 
the duration. However, the highlight of the experience 
was the cast‘s vocals. Here is a performance which          
includes genuine singing talent, most notably by Sarah 
French Ellis (Scaramouche); none of that Jedward rubbish 
thankfully!  
 
All in all, a thoroughly enjoyable night. Not one pupil or 
member of staff left Bristol feeling even the slightest bit 
disappointed. Myself, and anyone who experienced We 
Will Rock You, would recommend it to anyone, Queen 
fan or not. I can think of no better way to spend a                
Monday night, except for travelling back in time and       
seeing Queen for real of course! 
 
A big thank you to Mrs Spilsbury for organising the trip (a 
whole year before the date of our performance)!  
      Chris Passey 12T 
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