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SPEECH DAY 
 

We were honoured to 

welcome Professor Peter 

the Lord Hennessy as our 

Guest of Honour at 

Speech Day. Peter 

Hennessy is a leading 

historian, specialising in 

recent British politics. He 

awarded prizes to over a 

hundred students in 

recognition of their 

achievements during 

2011/12. Prizes ranged 

from Form Prizes to 

subject prizes to awards 

for sport, drama, music, 

service to the school and 

leadership. It is a highlight 

of the school year, when 

we celebrate some of the 

successes of our students. 

Thank you to those 

parents who joined us for 

the evening. 

 

 

 

OPEN DAYS 
 

Parents of children in Year 6 have embarked upon 

negotiating the process of transfer to secondary school. 

We held two Open Days and an Open Evening last month, 

when we welcomed a total of 568 families. 247 boys sat 

their Admission Tests here earlier this month, they have 

now received the results and parents must submit their 

lists of preferred secondary schools to the County Council 

by the end of this month.  

 

 

 

BUILDING WORK 
 

Details have not been finalised at the time of writing but 

we are expecting a major building project to commence 

immediately after half -term. All the windows and cladding 

of the original school building will be replaced. The 

builders will set up a base which will take up the front car 

park but a walkway will be retained allowing students 

access as normal. 

 

 

 

 

 

Groups of classrooms/laboratories will be taken out of 

action, as the work is undertaken around the school. 

Designs will be displayed in school as soon as we have 

them.  

 

The outcomes will be improved insulation (all the 

windows will be double glazed) and a vast improvement 

in appearance. We shall suffer considerable disruption 

until Easter, it is anticipated that the work will be 

completed in April, but the long -term benefits will be 

significant. Indeed we anticipate that there will be a 

transformation from a rather worn and dated 1964 

building to a modern, attractive and comfortable school 

of which we can all be proud. 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 
 

Well done to Matthew Munden (9R), who achieved 

National Qualifying times in six swimming events and 

hence took part in the National Swimming 

Championships at Sheffield in the holidays. He won silver 

in the 200m and bronze in the 100m backstroke. As a 

result he has been invited to the England Talent 

Development programme.  

 

Dan Ladd, Charlie Webster (Year 12), Jamie Harper, Will 

Byrd (Year 11) and Richard Bray (Year 10) have been 

training at the third tier of the English Hockey talent 

identification system. This is equivalent to being selected 

for regional squads, well done to all five boys. And 

Richard is now through to the High Performance 

Assessment Camp, which is an extended Under 15 

England squad. A 

magnificent 

achievement 

indeed given he is 

a goalkeeper. He 

can proudly claim 

to currently being 

one of the top 

goalkeepers at his 

age group in the 

country. 

 

 

 

 

  I Kellie  
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News from the Parentsõ Association 

 

Canõt wait to learn to drive? We are holding 30 minute taster lessons on Saturday 3
rd

 No-

vember in the school tennis courts. At this time, due to insurance restrictions, this offer is 

only open to 16 year olds. Each session will cost £10 and will be supervised by a fully quali-

fied Driving Standards Agency Instructor in dual controlled car. 

 

 

 

 

 

The PA will be holding a Christmas Quiz and Festive Food  evening combined with 

the Grand Raffle Draw on Friday 30
th

 November at 7.00pm .  Tickets for the Quiz are 

£5.00 each.  Books of Raffle Tickets have been sent home ð there are some great 

prizes this year including £200, rounds of golf, panto tickets, gym membership, ham-

pers and many more 

 

 

 

 

We are having a Bag2School fundraising collection on Tuesday 7th November. Please 

bring your old clothing, sheets, blankets, curtains, soft toys, shoes, belts and handbags 

to the Dutch Barn on Monday 6th, or before 9.00am on Tues 7th. You do not need to 

use an official Bag2School collection bag - bin bags will do! Bag2School will pay Sir 

Thomas Rich's Parents Association 50p/kilo of recyclable donations.  Thank You. 

 

 

 

 

The 100 Club is a great way to help the PA raise funds and is open to all parents and 

friends of the school, with the added possibility of winning £50, £30 or £20 each month!   

 

If youõd like to join, we currently have spare numbers.  Just Ã3 a month, payable by 

standing order, will buy your own personal number in the draw.  Every month three 

numbers are drawn from a hat and the lucky winners receive a cheque by post.   

 

Application forms are available on the PA website ð just follow the links  

 

 

If you would like to help with any PA events or have an idea for an event you would like held then please email 

mlgoble@btinternet.com  or come along to the next PA meeting in the school staff room.  New faces are always wel-

come!  Let us have your ideasê. Itõs your school ê.. your child ê.your PA. 

mailto:mlgoble@btinternet.com
http://www.prlog.org/10443933-christmas-trivia-quiz.jpg
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Productions 2012 - 2013  

Spring Term 2013  

House Music Monday 28th January  

Jazz Night Thursday 7th February - 7:30pm  

House Drama Wednesday 27th February  

Two One Act 
Plays Thursday 14th & Friday 15th March  

Spring Concert Thursday 21st March - 7:30pm  

Summer Term 2013  

Chamber Concert Friday 3rd May - 7:30pm  

Summer Concert Friday 12th July - 7:30pm  

Autumn Term 2012  

Brass Night Friday 19th October - 7:30pm  

The Little Shop  
of Horrors 

Wednesday 12th Thursday 13th  
& Friday 14th December - 7:30pm  

Carol Concerts Wednesday 19th December at St Johnõs & 
Thursday 20th December at St Catharineõs    



________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

This yearõs National Short Story Week will be from 

Monday 12
th

 to Sunday 18
th

 November. There will be 

events up and down the country to get more people 

reading and writing short stories.  

 

The School Library is featuring its short story collection 

and offering something for all tastes. As well as sport, 

humour and science fiction, thereõll be supernatural tales 

ranging from gentle ghost stories to dark thrillers by 

Edgar Allan Poe and Daphne du Maurier. (Film-maker 

Alfred Hitchcock used Du Maurierõs short story The Birds 

for his masterpiece of the same name.) 

 

Not only will literary greats like Dylan Thomas, Thomas 

Hardy and DH Lawrence be available but also crime 

favourites like Raymond Chandler and Agatha Christie, 

and modern writers like Margaret Atwood and Ian 

Rankin. 

 

In an age when we are all pushed for time, the Short 

Story genre gives us the chance to immerse ourselves in 

an exciting, emotional or entertaining read that we can 

complete in minutes. 

 

Pop into the School Library for more information.  

 

R Sargeant 

From the 28
th
 to the 30

th
 of September, I visited Antwerp, Belgium to 

play in an important tournament for the England Chess Team. The 

team travelled by Eurostar and arrived at around 9.00 on the evening 

of the 28
th
. The ten members of the team (including me), in groups of 

two, met up with the Belgian family that we had kept in touch with by 

e-mail before the trip. They accommodated my friend Jamie and I for 

the entire duration of our visit.  
 

Games commenced each day at 11am, with the team playing four on 

the first day of chess and two on the second. I played on board 6 for 

the team, playing opponents rated around my level, therefore there 

were some closely fought matches for me individually.  
 

There were four countries that took part in the tournament: England, 

Germany, Holland and the host country, Belgium entered their 

national team. 
 

Every game was a hard fought one and England achieved a well 

deserved second place to Belgium-who looked like they had a very 

strong team 

from the start. I 

recorded a 

performance 

which 

consisted of 

two wins, two 

draws and two 

losses - scoring 

3 out of 6 

points overall. 
 

After a long two days of focus and concentration the journey back 

home seemed tiresome and was somewhat delayed, but it was 

certainly worth it! I thoroughly enjoyed this trip and it was very 

beneficial too because I have gained a lot of experience, which I hope 

will help me in my chess career in the future.    

M Ashworth 9B 

MY VISIT TO BELGIUM WITH THE ENGLAND CHESS TEAM  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

LIBRARY NEWS: LETõS CELEBRATE THE SHORT STORY 
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Mmmm êê Thereõs been a lot of delectable aromas 

drifting out from the new Food Tech room of late as boys 

have been preparing a wide range of dishes for two 

prestigious cooking competitions.  

 

As part of their Food Technology course, my Year 9 

groups have been preparing a two course menu show-

casing local Gloucestershire and Cotswold ingredients for 

the ôJunior Cook of The Yearõ competition run by the 

Taste of Gloucestershire Food and Farming Awards.  

Menus, recipes and photographs were submitted and two 

boys ð Will Hopes and Louis Horrell both of 9S ð have 

been asked to attend the finals on 16
th

 October at the 

Renaissance Restaurant on the Gloucestershire Collegeõs 

Cheltenham Campus.  Louis will be presenting a risotto of 

English peas, stinging nettles, broad beans, mint and blue 

cheese followed by roasted apples and pears with 

cinnamon and butterscotch sauce; while William will be 

cooking pork chops on oven roast potatoes with a 

courgette and tomato ratatouille in a honey mustard 

glaze, followed by blackberry fool.  Both delicious ð take 

my word for it!  We wish them both every success ð the 

winner will be announced at the annual Gloucestershire 

Food & Farming Awards Presentation Dinner at the end 

of the month.  

 

 

 

 

 

In addition to the ôJunior Cook of the Yearõ competition,  

we have also run school heats for the national ôFuture 

Chefõ competition.  13 boys took part, each producing a 

main course dish for two people for under £5.  The boys 

had an hour to present two identical plates of food, being 

judged on their workmanship and creativity, as well as 

the presentation, composition, taste, balance and flavour 

of their dish.  We welcomed Rob Rees (The Cotswold 

Chef) ð who opened the new Food technology room in 

March 2011 ð to judge one of the heats and encourage 

the boys in their efforts.  Thanks also to Mrs Phillips, Mr 

Lloyd and my wife for assisting on the judging panels.  

There were some fine tasting dishes offered and most of 

the competitors impressed with their ideas and kitchen 

craft.  Jake Butler and Matthew Lampitt (both of 7B) set a 

high standard in the first heat but were just piped by Will 

Hopes and the overall winner Ed Gayler (8T) who cooked 

a most flavoursome North African squash and chick pea 

stew with home made pita breads.  Ed will go to 

represent the school at the local finals in November 

(following in the footsteps of his cousin Andrew).  

 

So if anyone asks whatõs cooking over in Food Tech, then 

you now know ð plenty of fine food!  And who knows ð 

maybe one of those cooking it will be a star chef himself 

one day!! 

 

P Brown 

JUNIOR COOK AND FUTURE CHEF  
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