
 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

ww.strschool.co.uk                                                                                                                               December 2012                                                         

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

ww.strschool.co.uk                                                                                                                               December 2012                                                         

 

Issue 3                          December  

ewsletter N 
Sir Thomas Richôs  



 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

ww.strschool.co.uk                                                               2                                                               December 2012                                                         

ȠĜȉ ȹĊƶƌ"ȡ ȈĜlĊ̃ȡ ƕ±ʞȡŴ±ȺȺ±ȉ                   Contents        
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
                                                                                 

5 

12 
7 

10 15 

14 

HEADõS News 3 

Library News  4 

NEWS  

The Royal Albert Hall  5 

Euroscola 6 

Spanish Play 7 

French Exchange 8 - 9 

Battlefields Trip 2012  10 - 13 

Little Shop of Horrors  14 - 15 

Movember  16 

Jaguar Challenge  16 

Slapton  17 

DEPARTMENT NEWS  

Language News  6 ð 9 

PHSE 18-20 

Duke of Edinburgh  News  21 

D&T News  24-27 

SPORTS NEWS 18 

CALENDAR   28 



 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

ww.strschool.co.uk                                                             3                                                                 December 2012                                                         

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

ww.strschool.co.uk                                                               3                                                               December 2012                                                         

ȠĜȉ ȹĊƶƌ"ȡ ȈĜlĊ̃ȡ ƕ±ʞȡŴ±ȺȺ±ȉ                  Heads News        
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
                                                                                 

 

MAINTENANCE 
 

 

As if we donõt have enough building work, we have just heard that we have been awarded Ã128,011 for the 

replacement of our skylights. The funding comes from the Academies Capital Maintenance Programme. This is a 

competitive bidding process, about half the bids the Programme received have been approved so we are delighted 

that we have been successful. After almost 50 years of lack of investment into the school buildings, since becoming 

an Academy two years ago we have benefited 

from significant development.  

 

The current building work is a major project, 

over £1 million, to replace the windows and 

cladding. It is causing much disruption within 

school, as rooms are closed for the work to be 

completed. I am grateful to staff and students 

for their tolerance and understanding. The work 

has proved more challenging than originally 

anticipated but completion is still expected by 

Easter 2013. The hoped-for outcome is shown, 

although the details of the signage are not yet 

finalised. 

 

 

 

PARENT PARKING 
 

Could I ask parents not to drive into school to drop off or collect children? The issue is causing a particular problem in 

the mornings, the school site is very congested at present so I would be grateful if parents who drive their children to 

school could drop off outside the gates.  

 

 

 

RETIREMENT 
 

I cannot have imagined, when I joined Sir Thomas Richõs in 1988, that I would spend the rest of my career here 

leading to retirement 25 years later. But then neither could I have imagined that my new job would be in such a 

marvellous school. I consider myself extraordinarily lucky to have worked in such a rewarding environment, 

surrounded by bright youngsters and committed staff. I feel rather like the professional footballer who finds himself 

being paid to do what he enjoys doing anyway.  

 

Quite what makes Richõs so successful is hard to define ð traditions, four -form entry, selective intake, boys to Year 11 

then mixed Sixth Form ð all contribute but hardly explain the enormous pride which staff and students feel in being 

Richians. I am sorry to be going, I shall miss the constant interactions, but I am pleased to be handing over leadership 

of Richõs on a high note. Amongst the support I have been fortunate to receive over the years, that of parents has 

been particularly appreciated. I have always felt that School and Home working together ensure children achieve their 

potential.  

 

The Headteacher post will be advertised nationally in January with interviews due to be held in February, so the new 

appointment should be known before the end of next term. I would expect the position to attract strong interest and 

I am sure a worthy successor will take over in September. 

 

I Kellie 
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LIBRARY NEWS  

 

The school library has had a busy term with pupils 

borrowing an impressive 2300 books. Thatõs 600 more 

than in the same months last year. 
 

The Top Ten most borrowed books were: 
 

¶Diary of a Wimpy Kid: The Ugly Truth  - Jeff Kinney 

¶The Hunger Games: Mockingjay ð Suzanne Collins 

¶The Hunger Games ð Suzanne Collins 

¶Peopleõs Republic ð Robert Muchamore 

¶Guardian Angel ð Robert Muchamore 

¶Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Cabin Fever ð Jeff Kinney 

¶Shadow Wave ð Robert Muchamore 

¶Casino Royale ð Ian Fleming 

¶The General ð Robert Muchamore 

¶The Recruit ð Robert Muchamore 

Itõs good to see James Bond making it into a chart 

dominated by three of the most popular teenage fiction 

writers around. 
 

Here is what some of our readers had to say about books 

they read this year: 

 

The best book I read this year was Mockingjay. It is the 

final book in the hugely popular Hunger Games 

trilogy by Suzanne Collins, and it is a huge twist in the 

story. Although Katniss looks for a safe resolution, she 

knows that in fighting for freedom, the costs of war will 

be personal. The battle stands until the final moments, 

and even after victory, Katniss will never be the same.     

                   

George Abrutat 8S 

 

Oblivion  by Anthony Horowitz                                                                                           

The last of a great series. As all five finally meet in 

Japan, they go back and get scattered all around the 

globe and lose ten years of their lives. They now have 

to unite once again. But that isnõt easy. In the ten years 

theyõve lost, the Old Ones have half destroyed the 

world.                                                            

            Anujan Ganeshalingam  8S  

 

 

Paradise Lost by John Milton                                                                                        

Never before have I read a work so deserving of the 

adjective òepicó. This certainly is an opus magnum, 

spanning all time and space with its wondrous 

intrigue and the dark shadow of controversy woven 

masterfully within its manifold layers. Do not be 

deterred by occasional patches of confounding and 

overwhelming prolixity: its true beauty can be found 

by the reader who perseveres.                                                                               

Isaac Leaver  13H  

  

 

 

 

2001: A Space Odyssey by Arthur C. Clarke  This 

book has an exciting and gripping plot about manõs 

inquisitiveness about the universe. When a strange 

object is discovered on the moon, man has to go 

further into the void than ever beforeê                                                                                                       

    Faizaan Pervaiz 8B 

  

 

 

Life, the Universe and Everything by Douglas 

Adams.  It has excitement, adventure and really wild 

things. It has lots of adventure about Arthur Dent and 

Ford Prefect. It also has a bit of comedy in ð especially 

with Harvin! Overall, you will be shocked when you 

read this book because you will see what things can 

be.                                                                                                                   

                         Waleed Haq 8R 

  

Sophieõs World by Jostein Gaarder                                                    

Once the slightly dry introduction to philosophy is 

over, the deep, intriguing story of Sophie and her 

mysterious mentor takes hold of you and pulls you 

deeper into the novel, which manages to be both 

highly engaging and an excellent explanation of the 

newer frontiers of philosophy, making you question 

your most fundamentally held beliefs about existence, without ever 

straying into territory too dark.          

James Stokes 13L 

  Here is our School Librarianõs pick of this yearõs new 

books: 
 

Trash by Andy Mulligan. This is an exciting 

adventure about how three boys with nothing and 

living on a trash heap in the Philippines get the 

better of a corrupt government and organised 

criminals. Although it gives a powerful description of 

abject poverty and persecution, it is a happy story 

about the triumph of the underdog. 

 

Everybody Jam by Ali Lewis.  Danny has to grow 

up fast when his big brother dies, his younger sister 

gets pregnant and his parents are at their witsõ end. 

But this isnõt a weepy book about social issues, itõs a 

fast paced story about life in the Australian outback 

on a cattle ranch. Well worth reading. 

 

 

Between Shades of Gray  by Ruta Sepetys. Soldiers 

herd Lina and her family into trucks, keep them in 

appalling conditions, starve them, and force them to 

build their own shelter inside the Arctic Circle. 

Although it is a harrowing account of unspeakable 

brutality against Lithuanians by Stalinist invaders, it is 

also an uplifting story that demonstrates the triumph of the human 

spirit over adversity. Shortlisted for this yearõs Carnegie Medal and 

not to be confused with another book of a similar title(!), this is a 

moving story which stayed with me long after Iõd finished reading it.  

                                          
R Sargeant 
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THE ROYAL ALBERT HALL 

 
On the 14th November 2012, 13 members of the STRS delete choir and Mrs Jones went to perform as an ensemble 

with other Gloucestershire school choirs at the Royal Albert Hall. This was all part of the Schools prom, 3 nights of 

schools from Great Britain performing to nearly 5,000 people. We performed 'Journey' which was composed by our 

conductor, Mr Phillip Harper. It was a fantastic piece of music, involving an orchestra as well as the choir, made up of 

budding musicians from schools in Gloucestershire. We had to meet at Cheltenham Racecourse at 11am that 

morning where 32 coaches were waiting to set off for London. Our trip took roughly 3 hours, including our service 

station stop for toilet breaks. All of the STRS clan were on the one coach with some pupils from Wydean School, in 

the Forest. We arrived at the Royal Albert Hall around 2pm and we went straight in. First impressions, for me, were 

that it looks a lot bigger on telly and the acoustic mushrooms on the ceiling look smaller, but in actual fact the hall is 

smaller than you would think and the ceiling mushrooms are a lot bigger. We went in to sit down and watched a few 

of the rehearsals, until it was time for us to rehearse (show case our talents). Our rehearsal went fantastically amazing, 

everything sounded PERFECT!! 
 

Our rehearsal ended, we went to have our tea downstairs. Time ticked on, and before you knew it, it was 6.30pm 

(show time), we were all due to be seated in our places. Butterflies swooped around in my stomach, I was rather 

nervous, but I think everybody was. At 7.30pm the final night of the 3 Schools proms began, the music was fabulous. 

Then at roughly 8.30pm - after the interval - everyone was seated for the second half of music and the first act was 

the Gloucestershire Massed Ensemble - US! The conductor counted us in and the music began to play........then 'TURN 

AGAIN, TURN AGAIN.......' the first lines of the song, it had started. The music flowed and we all sang until the song 

came to an end, we had completed our 'Journey'. We all sat down with sighs of relief watching the rest of the show 

flow. The tricky yet exciting bit was done and over. At approximately 10.30pm we set off back to Cheltenham race 

course, what a great day....... but we were all shattered!! We arrived at the racecourse at around 1am and had to be at 

school first thing the next morning, but, really, it was all worth itê..such an experience.    

P Jones 

Courtesy of Classic FM 
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EUROSCOLA  EU SIXTH FORM DEBATE 

 
Euroscola 2012 provided  a unique opportunity for Sixth form in the county to meet and discuss aspects of the 

European Union. Almost 40 years has passed since Britain joined the EU and the debate on what role Britain should 

have within the Community, if any, shows no let up.  With  Members of Parliament ranging from staunch EU 

supporters to the Eurosceptics, it looks as if the debate will continue for some time to come.  

 

The opinions of our students are, therefore, of considerable importance.  Teams of Sixth Form students from five 

schools gathered in the Council Chambers of Shire Hall to take part in the competition. Each team chose a topic and 

presented their arguments, following which they were required to answers questions from the other teams. The 

topics were: 

 

 

¶ Does the euro have a future? 

¶ The EUôs Nobel Peace Prize- a vindication of values or ridiculous in a time of crisis? 

¶ USA or EU? Where do the UK loyalties lie? 

¶ EU budget - freeze or cut? 

¶ In or out? The pros and cons of a Brixit.  

 

 

The team from Sir Thomas is Rich, debating the pros and cons of a Brixit, consisted of James Stokes, Christy Coulson, 

Toby Churchley, George Schreuder and Edward Quinn- Savory- and what a  formidable team they were, 

demonstrating in depth knowledge of their subject and the ability to ask probing questions. In summary the judge 

commended the team on their robust presentation, their knowledge and clear presentation. He applauded their 

conclusion and added that every team had suffered from their challenging questions. It was therefore disappointing 

that their performance did not result in a victory, but watch out for these boys in the future!  

J Hewett 

ȠĜȉ ȹĊƶƌ"ȡ ȈĜlĊ̃ȡ ƕ±ʞȡŴ±ȺȺ±ȉ              Language News        
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SPANISH PLAY 
 

On Tuesday 13
 
November we were very fortunate to be joined by Onatti Productions. They staged the play En el 

Campamento for pupils in Year 7-10. It was a thoroughly enjoyable production and extremely valuable in bringing 

Spanish to life for pupils and developing their listening skills. A few pupils were asked for their comments after the 

performance: 

 

ôI enjoyed the Spanish play a lot and thought it was very useful for my learning. It was good because it included a lot of 

humour. Their acting was great and the actors made it easier to understandõ! 

 

Will Allenby 9S 

 

ôI really enjoyed the Spanish play because it was very amusing and quite funny. It was also very good because I could 

understand most of the dialogue  my friends and I all agreed that it was well worth it. The actors were also native speak-

ers, which made the experience all the betterõ 

 

Harry James 8T 

 

ôThe Spanish Play was very useful because it helped me with my understanding and pronunciation of Spanish. I liked the 

way the actors used volunteers from the audience during the play, to give them a chance to improve their Spanish. I 

think it was a very good idea and am looking forward to next yearõs productionõ 

 

Saurav Kamath 8T 

 

ôI really enjoyed the because I found it really interesting and useful. A lot of the vocabulary was relevant to what we are 

being taught in our lessons. I think it is very beneficial and would recommend that everyone sees a production for the 

language they are learningõ 

 

Jaden Thompson 9S 
 

M Leeson 
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FRENCH EXCHANGE  
 

Twenty one excited but rather nervous students travelled to France in November to take part in this yearõs French 

Exchange. The party of Year 10 and Year 12 students, accompanied by Mr Gregory and Mrs Thomas, were met at 

Lourdes airport by our colleague Madame Bouté. After a short coach trip we arrived at our partner school, the Lycée 

Supervielle in Oloron-Sainte-Marie. Over very welcome refreshments, the students were introduced to their 

exchange partners and host families before heading off for their first taste of life in the Béarn region of France. 

 

All were happy to meet up again at school on the Monday morning to swap experiences of rugby matches, films, 

meals and even trips across the border into Spain that had been enjoyed during the weekend. The Tommies 

students accompanied their partners to lessons and generally experienced a typical school day in France. Our hosts 

arranged an interesting and stimulating programme of activities for our week. One day we travelled to the Basque 

coast and visited the attractive seaside resorts of St. Jean de Luz and Biarritz, where the waves were lively enough to 

provide entertainment for surfers and walkers alike!  We admired the architecture of buildings associated with 

historical figures such as Louis XIV, Napoleon III and Queen Victoria. We also spent a day in the regional capital city 

of Pau, where we visited the fine castle that was the birthplace of Henri IV. As the English speaking guide booked for 

our visit was ill, Mrs Thomas offered her translation services for free, not only to our students but also to a group of 

grateful American tourists.  

 

Our week drew to a close with a reception at the town hall and some kind words of welcome from the deputy mayor 

of Oloron who emphasised to English and French students alike the importance of cultural and linguistic exchanges 

and the need to broaden horizons. A more informal farewell party was organised for the last evening but, as 

teachers were not invited, I am unable to give a first hand account. My sources tell me, however, that it was a most 

amicable occasion. The week proved to be a very enjoyable and rewarding one for all concerned. Our students 

returned to England with a much keener sense of why they study the French language as well as an enlarged 

vocabulary. The wonderful hospitality of our hosts, combined with warm late autumnal sunshine and the stunning 

scenery of the Pyrenees, ensured that this was an experience to treasure. We look forward to hosting our friends 

from Oloron when they come to Gloucester in March and to providing them with an equally unforgettable 

experience. 

 

A.J. Gregory 
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