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NEW STAFF 
 

We welcomed two new members to our support staff at the start of this term. Mrs Walker is on Reception on 

Thursdays and Fridays and assisting with administration on other days. Mr Taylor has joined our site team, helping to 

maintain the buildings and grounds.  

 

 

 

HOUSE EVENTS 
 

The House competition is warming up. Northgate made a 

strong start last term in defence of the Cock House Trophy 

but Westgate have had a successful half-term and taken 

the lead. The Junior Swimming Gala was close-run, with 

three Houses in contention until the final race: Westgate 

edged ahead from E, S and N. Junior Basketball was won 

by Northgate, who won both Years 8 & 9, Southgate (who 

won Year 10) came second followed by W and E. 

Southgate won the House General Knowledge Quiz from 

N, W and E. 

 

The big House event was House Music, it is one of four 

inter-House competitions which is awarded double points because of the large 

numbers of students involved. Entrants performed in front of a Year 9 

audience. There were twenty performances, from Juniors then Senior solos and 

ensembles to an open event for each House. The quality of music was 

exceptional, across a wide range of styles. Westgate triumphed overall, from E, 

N and S. 

 

The current standings in the Cock House competition are Westgate (25 points) 

lead from N (22), E (19) and S (14).  

 

 

 

HEADSHIP 
 

The process of finding a new Headteacher for September is progressing. The post was advertised nationally and the 

Governors have long-listed their preferred candidates. They will review references and invite a short-list for interviews 

on 19
th

 and 20
th

 February. So, all being well, my successor should be known by the end of our first week back after 

half-term. 

 

 

 

OXBRIDGE 
 

Congratulations to the following Year 13 students who have successfully negotiated the rigorous challenge of 

applying to Oxford and Cambridge Universities. They have received the following offers: 

 

Rishi Mouland  - Mathematics, St Johnõs College, Cambridge 

Edward Burgess -  Natural Sciences, Downing College, Cambridge 

William Whichelo-Geeson  -  Human, Social & Political Sciences, Kingõs College, Cambridge 

James Stokes - Archaeology & Anthropology. Open Offer, Oxford  

 

I L Kellie 
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On a bitterly cold Thursday our A-level philosophy and 

ethics students went to the annual Gloucestershire 

schools sixth form conference at Cheltenham Ladies 

College. The subject of this yearõs conference was free 

will and determinism, and whether or not human beings, 

as a species, truly have free will to do as we wish, or if all 

of our life has been pre-determined. 

 

The first speaker, who gave his take on the view of free 

will, was Professor James Garvey ð an American 

philosopher based in Britain. Professor Garvey presented 

his argument in a clear manner, relating it to many 

philosophers that we have studied at both AS and A2. 

Furthermore, Garvey related his argument to 

neuroscience and it was of the general consensus that his 

argument was a very strong one, with Professor Garvey 

himself winning over many Tommies students with his 

relaxed style of presentation. 

 

After Professor Garveyõs presentation, there was a fifteen-

minute break. This gave all of our students opportunity 

not only for refreshment, but also for reflection on a very 

good presentation. Philosophical discussion was, 

naturally, ripe among our students, with a healthy debate 

on neuroscience in relation to free will among a small 

group. 

 

The second speaker was Professor John  Cottingham. 

Cottingham is Professor Emeritus of Philosophy at the 

University of Reading and a Professorial Research Fellow 

at Heythrop College, University of London. His argument 

was entitled ôUltimate Responsibility for 

our actions and belief in God.õ Professor 

Cottingham gave a more traditional 

approach in his argument, giving 

traditional Christian beliefs, whilst also 

exploring the views of more recent 

philosophers such as Kant and 

Descartes. 

 

During the A2 lunch session, selected 

students were chosen to attend a master 

class with one of the speakers. The 

students from Tommies found this òan 

excellent opportunity to question the 

speakers in a more close-up, intimate 

manner.ó 

 

 

 

 

 

After lunch, A2 students attended a session by an OCR 

examiner on how to improve ourselves in the exam (what 

to write, what not to write, how to structure answers, 

etc.). For all of us, this was extremely useful because the 

transition from AS to A2 is a big leap, owing to the 

different exam structures. 

 

 

The final session of the day was a debating session with 

both Professor Garvey and Professor Cottingham being 

questioned by all the students. One of our AS students, 

Dan Morrissey, asked the panel to what extent are there 

degrees of free will and do some people have more free 

will than others. This was an interesting and hard 

question to answer, with the panel hedging away from 

the actual question itself ð a common theme that all of us 

noticed when discussing the conference the next day in 

class. 

 

Overall, the conference was an excellent chance for all of 

us to get the perspective of modern day philosophers, on 

the subject of free will. The topics chosen were both 

relevant and informative to AS and A2 exams, addressing 

specific examined topics whilst giving all students the 

chance to hear from internationally renowned academics. 

              

 

Kelsey De Maria 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

PHILOSOPHY AND ETHICS CONFERENCE 
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POLITICS TRIP REVIEW 

 
We left for London at about 9.00am. After a fairly swift minibus journey and tube ride, we were in the centre of the 

capital. After taking a small tour of the historic buildings and monuments around Westminster, we finally entered 

Parliament. We first congregated in the centre of the Houses with our tour guide; the same place where many 

political correspondents report on the daily occurrences. There we were briefed about what we were about to do, and 

quizzed about the structure of the government in the UK.  

 

We started our tour by entering the Lords. It was a vast place, although smaller than it appeared on the TV. Opposite 

the Queenõs huge golden throne, they were reviewing a bill from the Commons about child abuse. After watching 

proceedings for a while, we moved on to the Commons where they were discussing the succession bill. It was fairly 

quiet and not as rowdy as weõd hoped, but it was still quite surreal watching it right in front of us. Also, a 

disinterested Nick Clegg playing on his phone on the front bench made for good viewing entertainment.  

 

After leaving the Commons, we finished off with a quick round up of the rest of the Parliamentary buildings, during 

which we were provided with one of the gems of the trip. Upon turning to leave, we all watched in disbelief as         

Mr Pitel went over to a news crew and asked them when the broadcast was going out, only to be met by the 

response: òthis is going out liveó. Itõs safe to say our tour guide wasnõt as amused as we were.  We finished off our 

time in Parliament with a workshop, in which we were able to meet and talk with Richard Graham, the MP for 

Gloucester.  

 

What I enjoyed most about this trip was the fact that there wasnõt any note taking or writing. It was purely a relaxing 

trip to put into perspective what weõd been learning in the classroom, and I thoroughly enjoyed it. Despite bouts of 

heavy snow, most of us managed to finish off the day with a nice curry in the Balti Hut. All in all, a very good trip. 
 

Obai Afifi 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=big+ben&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=slTqdbT14PoNLM&tbnid=Qt53MZt23p5xBM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Flondonphotoroutes.com%2F2012%2F10%2F30%2Fhouses-of-parliament%2Fhouses_of_parliament-3-2%2F&ei=9poPUce6Lue
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WHY STUDY LANGUAGES? 

A TALK FOR YEAR 9 STUDENTS 

    BY 

 Andrew Stead, University of West of England  

 

It is the time of year when Year 9 students face an important decision with regard to their future - the choice of their 

GCSE subjects. These subjects will have implications for the direction of their future-their A level subjects, their 

University degree and their future careers. 

Britain has a poor record in terms of language learning skills and we lag far behind our European competitors. In fact, 

we are at the bottom of the European league table - 28
 
/ 28. Yet 94% of the world doesn't speak English as a native 

language, 71% doesn't speak English at all. As economies become more global, travel for work and pleasure more 

extensive, the need to learn languages has never been more urgent. 

 

In order to address this problem the government has funded the project òRoutes into Languagesó. Ambassadors from 

Universities come into schools to talk to students about òWhy study languagesó. On this occasion, we were pleased to 

welcome Andrew Stead from the University of the West of England. He gave a very thorough presentation on why 

languages are so important, from job opportunities to the simple enjoyment of speaking a foreign language. The 

comments from pupils are indicative of the success of the talk: 

 

The talk really opened my eyes to how useful languages can be and how many opportunities they can bring. 

 

I thought Andy was very funny and engaging, so I enjoyed it. It also informed me of all the exciting things that taking a language can 

lead to. 

 

He showed the importance of learning languages. Some of the facts he showed were very interesting and not what I expected. It 

highlighted how the world is changing. 

 

Andy was a very interesting speaker and there were some very interesting facts. I hadnõt realized the importance of languages until 

then.  

 

 

THE LANGUAGE DEPARTMENT AND ITS LINKS WITH GLOUCESTER HOSPITAL 

 
This year has seen a continuation of our work at the Childrenõs Centre at Gloucester Hospital. A small group of òAó 

level linguists has been devoting  Wednesday afternoons to teaching languages at the centre. They are supported by 

the Childrenõs Centre team, led by Mrs C. Herrick.  

 

Children spending time in hospital very much benefit from the stimulation of learning a language and particularly 

appreciate the contact with our students. A recent Ofsted awarded the centre the accolade of òoutstandingó and 

highlighted the links with the community as a particular strength.  

 

However, the benefit is not all one-sided. Our students develop many social skills, dealing with sick children of all 

abilities and working alongside the staff.  

 

This year we have been particularly pleased with the work of Amber Dougall, Saffron Dougall and Hannah Johnson 

who have excelled in putting the children at ease and encouraging them with their Spanish.  

òThey have excellent people skills, patients warm to them, they are able to draw out the most reticent, show initiative 

and are always punctual.ó- Childrenõs Centre. 

J.Hewett International Co-ordinator  
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MEDIEVAL MUSIC  
 

On Friday 25th January Mr. Simon Pickard  came to our 

school to show us examples of music during the medieval 

times We learnt about many different  instruments from the 

Hurdy-Gurdy to the Shawm. We were also able to listen to 

what the instruments sounded like. He was a fantastic 

musician! 

Angelo Thavaratnarajah 7R 
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YEAR 8  STUDY SKILLS DAY 
 

All pupils in Year 8 attended a ôStudy Skillsõ day in the hall on Tuesday 5
th

 February. 

The presenter, Eric OõHalleran, was superb and received excellent feedback from the 

pupils. The course was a fun, engaging workshop style presentation which empowers 

the students to take more control over their learning. There was particular emphasis 

on the practical experience of the skills learnt. 
 

The course programme covered; 
 

The philosophy of memory 

4 memory techniques for learning facts, details and numbers 

How to understand your work 

How to complete mind maps of your work 
 

Our aim for Year 8 in providing this course was to help pupils take more responsibil-

ity for their learning, be inspired by the learning process and realise their potential.  
 

Here are some of the comments from boys in 8T; 

 

ôI really had fun with the study skills day. It was educational and has really benefitted me because it has made it easier 

to reviseõ  

 Harry James 
 

ôGreat fun and helpful for the futureõ   Marcus Rodriquez 

ôI found it really helpful when I revised for my Physics testõ   

Michael Gibbs 

 

ôStudy skills was very interesting. I was expecting it to be a long and boring lecture, however we were allowed to interact 

with the tutor and had a really good timeõ   Ryan Birch 

M F Brown 


