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Sir Thomas Rich’s Newsletter Heads News

This has been a somewhat strange halfterm for me, with various people in school last
month attending interviews in pursuance of my job. The outcome is now known, | can
only reiterate my pleasure at knowing
Mr Morgan is absolutely the right man to take the School to new heights. He has
plenty of ideas for ways to develop the School, reminding me why | knew it was time
for me to step aside.

We have also had to try to continue working normally whilst builders have made parts
of the school uninhabitable. Indeed, at the tail end of winter, we have had to contend
with freezing temperatures with holes in walls where windows used to be. | am
grateful to staff and students for putting up with the considerable disruption without
complaint (well, almost). We are assured that we shall have the school almost back to
normal when we return after Easter d except that the old windows and cladding will
have all been replaced, rooms will be warmer and the school will look smarter. We
shall miss the builders, they have almost become part of our community.

TABLE TENNIS

The table tennis season has just finished. In my last season | am delighted that the players have done the School
proud with by far our most successful season. We had four teams in the Gloucester Table Tennis Association league:
one team struggled and will be relegated but, remarkably, the other three teams all gained promotion. Not only this
but our B team won the prestigious Gloucester Handicap Cup with a wonderful victory over a strong team of adults
by the closest possible margin: after nine matches and 36 sets, they won by one point.

The Schoolds A team finished second in Division 2 and he
astonishing achievement for a School team. They finished with a flourish, defeating the Division champions 10-0. Star

player was Dominic James (12G) who helped the team win 13 of their 18 matches. Our B team came second in

Division 4 and so they will return to Division 3 next season. Bohan Du (13G) and Harkeerit Kalsi (11S) were the

backbone of this team in the league and their skill ensured victory in the Handicap Cup, a great triumph. The C team

found life tough in Division 4, not helped by failing to put out full teams for some matches, so they will descend to

Division 5. They will swap places with the D team who were runnersup in that Division. They were well led by Steve

Tatlow (12B) but all the players contributed to an excellent season: Rory Murfitt (10B), Filip llic (LOR) and Andrew

Howell (9S).

Well done to all who represented the school, and good luck next season

Harkeerit Kalsi and Bohan Du
(with Mrs Kirby) after winning
the Gloucester Handicap Cup

| Kellie
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Sir Thomas Rich’s Newsletter Library News

BLUECOATBESTBOOK

Nine boys from Year 8 are developing our new Bluecoat Best Book award. The purpose of the award is to highlight
good teenage fiction and to encourage boys to keep on reading. The group meets weekly to read and discuss a
selection of novels provided by Waterstones. Later in the year, the whole school will have the chance to vote for their
favourite from a shortlist.

T
!Iﬂ\

WORLD BOOK DAY

The library celebrated World Book Day on 7 March with Risk It for a Biscuit. Fiftysix boys helped themselves to a
well-earned biscuit after they took on the challenge of reading something new. Here are extracts from some of their
reviews:

oltétakes the reader to the heart of Wallace and Gromit.

0lt contains everythidbgoadpogowanasdi moaebéokThe Hunger

0O égrippingétensionéexcitementélt makes you want to keep

o
D

éthrillingéunexpected twistségripping from the start to

o

Tol ki en conjures an epic fantasyéOne can connect with t

o

When | saw the | atest edition | knew | had to read it. 6

R Sargeant
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Sir Thomas Rich’s Newsletter English News

ENGLISH TRIP TO DUBIN

As well as having a fantastic time in Dublin, the trip was also extremely useful to the understanding of the book we

are studying, ©6Dubl i ner spgacettygur, Waleftschoollon Thersaay evening,vasdwerabadka s t
by lunchtime on Saturday. On the Friday, we visited the James Joyce Centre where we all sat and discussed the short
stories of O&Dublinersd with a member of the centre. He o
not have thought of or considered myself and made James
the short stories.

After this, we were taken on a tour around Dublin to see the parts of the city where Joyce was writing about and also
places that had a close relationship with him, such as the college where he studied and some of the houses in which
he lived. To see some of the places that are mentioned in the stories created a much clearer picture of the stories and
also helped to understand why Joyce wrote about the things that he did.

In the evening we had a pub dinner in a traditional Irish pub, no Guinness, but nevertheless, great food and company.
This pub was the starting point of the Dublin Literary Pub crawl which we embarked on through the evening, hosted
by two actors who told tales of the literature, art, and the authors, that were associated with the Pubs. Were also
taken to colleges where we were told stories of authors such as Oscar Wilde and streets to learn more about the
History of Dublin.

Everyone had a great time on the trip and would like to thank both Mr Parker and Mrs Brookes for taking us, but also
for organising the trip and the teachers that covered lessons for Mr Parker and Mrs Brookes.

Harry Thomas 12G
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Sir Thomas Rich’s Newsletter Language News
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Sir Thomas Rich’s Newsletter Language News

MFL SPEAKING COMPETTION Nevertheless it was a daunting task to stand in front of a
large audience and speak for two to three minutes in a

foreign language. Even eminent and experienced
politicians have been known to buckle and muddle their
words under pressure.

This was not the case for our students who rose to the
challenge. First to perform at Key Stage 3 were Joshua
Grew and Michael Ashworth. They enchanted the
audience with their confidence, fluency and lively
presentations in Spanish on their families. Key Stage 4
competitors were Aaron Lloyd and George Moran who
spoke very competently in French about a film they had
seen. This group was singled out by the judges for their
exceptionally high standard of language. At Key Stage 5
Theo Tolman-Michail and Matthew Sheldon faced a
difficult challenge. The German Work Exchange and AS
examinations had left them with a minimum time in
which to prepare. Whilst pupils from other schools
withdrew from this section on account of the pressures of
A Level studies, they allowed themselves no excuses and
gave full and interesting presentations of their dreams.
Last to perform was Katrina Manning in the near native
category, a daunting task as the expectations from the
judges in this category were so high. She had, however,
prepared well and delivered a presentation which was a
credit to her.

The Routes into Languages SW team from UWE
university has recently hosted MFL Speaking
Competitions throughout the region and this year, for the
first time, STRS decided to enter pupils in Key Stages 3, 4
and 5. It was a step into the unknown for both staff and
pupils. What would be the calibre of the students from
other schools? How much preparation and practice

would pupils have put in? How much help would they
have received from their teachers?

The icing on the cake was the awarding of First Prize to
Michael Ashworth (Key Stage 3) and Theo Tolman
Michail (Key Stage 5). They will now go to the Regional
Final at Exeter University in June. However, we hope that
all the contestants will have enjoyed and learnt from the
experience, have grown in confidence and started to

The venue, The . . .
hone that very useful skill of public speaking.

Royal High School,
Bath, was very
impressive. As we
approached the
majestic building
and entered
nervously through
the imposing door,
| was reminded of
the young Harry
Potter arriving for
the first time at
Hogwarts. Here,
however, the
comparison must
end. The welcome
by the school could not have been more friendly and the
adjudicating panel more understanding.

J Hewett
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