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FAREWELL FROM HEADMASTER 

 

I shall miss Sir Thomas Richõs, I have had a marvellous 25 years here, 19 as 

Headmaster. There have been many high points during that time, including 

being amongst the first schools in the country to be awarded Beacon School 

status, Language College status, then a second specialism (Science College) and 

a third (Leading Edge). We endured the trials and tribulations of Ofsted 

inspections, our only concern was whether the inspectors would have long 

enough to get a feel for what we do ð they did and every time we were judged 

to be outstanding. Our facilities have improved, with the addition of a Music 

Centre, Sports Hall and Language Centre. The move to Academy status has 

brought tremendous benefits, notably in capital investment. I am delighted that 

we shall soon have a Sixth Form Centre.  

 

I have been superbly supported by colleagues. I am grateful to the Schoolõs Governing Body, which has been led by 

Miss Wilton who has been Chairman throughout my time as Headmaster. She has been a tremendous support to me 

and I am indebted to her. My Senior Management Team has shared the load of leading the School, I am grateful to 

my Deputy Headmasters and Bursars who have worked well together sharing a common goal of achieving excellence. 

 

It is my view that Sir Thomas Richõs has never delivered a better education, however that might be judged. Not only in 

those aspects which can be measured: examination results, added value, quality of teaching, breadth of curriculum ð 

but the equally important elements which cannot be weighed: student happiness, relationships, vitality of extra -

curricular life, pride in belonging, development of confidence, moral purpose.  

 

I donõt feel I could have worked at a better school. There is something unique about Richõs, I am proud to have been 

part of this wonderful community. But the years pass and it is time to hand over the reins. I know that Mr Morgan will 

be an excellent successor, I wish him well. I am sure that he will derive as much satisfaction from the post as I have 

and that he will take Richõs and Richians to ever more success. 

 

I Kellie 

SENIOR PREFECTS 

 

Congratulations to the following members of Year 12 who have been appointed as Observators for 2013/14. This is a 

traditional position at Sir Thomas Richõs. Observators are in charge of teams of Prefects, they have a key role in 

helping to ensure the School operates smoothly: 

 

Bethan Clements-Hunt, Alec Fullerton, Bethany Hewitt, George Hopes, Edmund Jones, Charlotte Leatherby, Matthew 

Lee, Rebecca Maddern, Hannah Saunders, Shreya Saxena, Steven Tatlow, Joshua Vallender. 

We also have two School Captains who act as ambassadors for Sir Thomas Richõs throughout the year. This is the 

highest honour the School can bestow upon a student. For 2013/14 our School Captains will be Obai Afifi and Rachel 

Hamilton. 

 

Very well done to all those students. They have shown initiative, 

reliability, organisation and they command the respect of students and 

staff. 
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CONGRATULATIONS 

 

Michael Ashworth (9B) and Robert Ashworth (7B) have been 

selected to represent England in an international chess 

tournament, the Glorney Cup, in Cardiff later this month. 

The competition is contested annually between England, 

Ireland, Scotland & Wales. Michael will take part in the 

Under 14 section, Robert in the Under 12. 
 

OPEN WEEK 

 

We held our first ever Open Week earlier this month, 

primarily to allow Year 5 boys and their parents to look 

around Sir Thomas Richõs prior to making decisions about 

secondary school application next term. Almost 300 families 

visited, spread evenly over the week, so it was a very 

successful week. Thanks go to the many Year 7 and Year 12 

students who acted as Guides. 
 

Our Sixth Form Induction Week was held at the same time. 

Our New Year 7 Induction Day was on the Thursday of that 

week, the same day as our Sports Evening. So School was 

busier than normal but it was good to welcome lots of 

visitors. 
 

ATTENDANCE 
 

We are proud of our studentsõ attendance record which is 

consistently the best of all schools in Gloucestershire. Well 

done in particular to those students who have managed 

100% attendance. This term 210 students have managed 

full attendance without missing a single session. And 72 

students achieved 100% attendance throughout the 

2012/13 school year, quite an achievement. Each of these 

students has received a certificate of recognition today. 

 

I Kellie 

STAFF CHANGES 

As usual over the summer there will be some changes of personnel. I am grateful for the contributions of those 

staff who will be leaving us and I am sure that those who will be joining us will soon settle and enhance the 

education we offer.  
 

Farewell ð the following staff will be moving to pastures new:  
 

Mr Kellie (Headmaster), Mr Lockey (Head of Art/Head of Y13), Mr Reid (History), Mr Pack (Geography) and Mr 

Barton (Commercial Operations Manager) are retiring. Miss Adamson (Maths) and Mr Leeson (Head of Spanish) are 

each moving to Bristol Free School. Mr Woolf (Biology) is to take up a post at Gloucester Academy; Mr Fowkes 

(Business Studies) is moving to Beaufort Community School and Mr Holmes (cover superviser) is to start a PGCE 

course at Plymouth University. During the course of next year Mrs Brown (Geography, Head of Year 8) will take 

maternity leave. 
 

Welcome ð the following will join our teaching staff in September:  
 

Miss Atkins (completed her PGCE at Bristol University)    Religious Studies 

Miss Bale (PGCE at Newcastle University)     Geography 

Mrs Harris (Rednock School)       Geography  

Dr Livesey (Churchdown School)       Maths 

Mr OõNeil (completed his teacher training with us)     P.E./Games 

Mr OõNeill (Iceni Academy, Norfolk)       Head of Art 

Mr Polgrean (Cirencester Deer Park School)     Biology 

Mr Reece (Beaufort School)       Head of Spanish 

Mr Tomlinson and Mr Angell joined us as Cover Supervisers this term, Mr Hughes will be our Third Cover 

Superviser from September. 
 

Internal Promotions ð the following staff will take on new or additional responsibilities from September:  
 

Mr Morgan, Deputy Headmaster      Headmaster 

Miss Brake, Head of Languages/Head of Y12     Assistant Headteacher (Learning &  

           Teaching) 

Mr Daniell, Head of Y7, Head of History/Politics    Key Stage 3 Manager 

Mrs Hansen, Assistant SENCO       Head of History/Politics 

Mr Lynch, Head of Performing Arts      Head of Y13 

Mrs Glover, Head of Religious Studies      Head of Y12 

Mrs Manning, Business Studies       Assistant Head of Y13 

Mrs Banks, Head of Business Studies/Economics    Assistant Head of Y12 

Miss Stroud, Biology        Head of Year 8  
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BLUECOAT BEST BOOK AWARD WINNERS ANNOUNCED 

 

After months of reading and voting, pupils have chosen Wonder and Theodore Boone as the joint winners of our first 

Bluecoat Best Book Award. Pigeon English by Stephen Kelman came a very close third. 

 

 

 

 

Wonder by R.J. Palacio is a thought-provoking read delving into the life of a 10 year old boy who 

has a deformed face. It follows his first year in mainstream school and the obstacles he must 

overcome. 

 

 

 

Theodore Boone by John Grisham is this bestselling authorõs first novel for teenagers and features 

thirteen- year- old wannabe lawyer Theo. Itõs a thrilling courtroom whodunit in fine Grisham style. 

 

 

 

Pupils chose their favourite book from a shortlist of six provided by Waterstoneõs Gloucester. A panel of nine Year 8 

boys promoted the books within school. Their efforts put all six shortlisted titles in the top 15 most borrowed library 

books this year. 

 

R Sargeant 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=john+grisham+theodore+boone&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=Ne-vyIk_m1yJRM&tbnid=CWfjbDu3CMTYeM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://bookreviewsbytiffany.blogspot.com/2010/11/theodore-boone-kid-lawyer-john-grisham.html&ei=Un12UY31
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Y7 MEDIEVAL DAY AT GLOUCESTER CATHEDRAL 
 

On Monday June 17
th
, 110 boys from Year 7 took part in Gloucester Cathedralõs Medieval day, participating in seven 

30 minute workshops relating to Medieval life. They sat in the choir stalls before visiting the cloisters, imagining they 

were the Benedictine monks who built the abbey 900 years ago. A lay clerk then introduced them to medieval 

plainchant which they learnt to sing in the Lady Chapel. The barber surgeon revolted them with his cures for 

medieval ailments with a particularly unpleasant cure for constipation. Inevitably the most popular sessions were the 

two interactive workshops relating to armour and weaponry. An excellent day which was over in a flash. 
 

 

N Pitel 
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