Thomas Ri chpPs

November 2013

NEW ZEALAND

RUGBY TOUR




Sir Thomas Rich’s Newsletter Contents
The Newsletter has been emailed to all parents whose
email address we have. If you have not received this
email please let us know. We intend to improve our
communication with parents through use of emails so
it is important that we have as many addresses as
possible.

HEADGS News 3

Y9 News 8

Technology Club 9

Y7 Skillzone 9

Budding Master Chef 10

Young Chefs 11

Jaguar Challenge 11

G Tem 12 = ___% =———_"1
Festomane 12 ;ﬁ* ﬁ
Chelsea Choice 13 VOLK_SWé.GEN
Rhineland 2013 14

French Exchange 15

New Zealand Tour 16 - 24

Every Mothers Son 25

China 2013 26-27

Spanish Exchange 2013 28-29

St Ives 2013 30-31

House Art 32-33

Duke of Edinburgh News 34

DEPARTMENT NEWS

Library News 4-7

D&T News 10-12

PHSE News 13

Language News 14-29

SPORTS NEWS 36-38

CALENDAR 40

ww.strschool.co.uk 2 November 2013



Sir Thomas Rich’s Newsletter Heads News

From the Headmaster é.

It is remarkable that we have had over half a term already; it seems only yesterday that |
we were welcoming new boys (and girls in the sixth form) as well as celebrating the
achievements of pupils from the previous year at our Annual Speech Evening.

| have been very pleased with the overall attitude and approach of pupils to learning so
far. It is great to see the number of detentions decrease and more and more merits
being awarded for excellence. Indeed, the introduction of the new merit system just
over a year ago has given an opportunity for teachers to reward good work at all levels
more consistently. This has contributed to a greater work ethic, on a day-to-day basis,
as many boys find it easier to respond to a short-term incentive and benefit from the
tangible praise given as a result. | also completely underestimated how long it would take me to sign
commendations for consistent hard work & it is fantastic to see so many pupils do so well in their first orders.
Please do encourage your sons and daughters to put in the requisite effort, and well done to all who have
received Merits and Commendations aplenty!

I must mention how proud | was of all our pupils who helped during our Open Days and Open Evening in

early September. It was most gratifying to receive so many positive comments from prospective parents d

even if some of the tours did take in the Changing Rooms and the Lost Property cupboard! On the subject of

Lost Property, | would make a plea to parents to ensu
coats are labelled. Despite our best efforts, there is so much kit left in the changing rooms every day. We

endeavour to return labelled items, but it appears almost impossible for unlabelled kit and their owners to be

reunited.

An aspect of our current drive to focus on academic standards has been to strengthen our support for
Oxbridge candidates and prospective Lawyers and Medics. | am particularly grateful to colleagues who are
now offering tutorials to students during the school day. | wish all Year 13 every success with their University
applications. We are also working hard to strengthen our Careers guidance. | am sure that year 11 will find
work experience worthwhile, helping them formulate plans for future direction.

We hope work on the long awaited new Sixth Form centre will soon start. | hope you have had a chance to

see plans in the school reception. Speaking about the reception area, | am grateful to Year 12 and 13 students

from the Art Department for providing such a dramatic display based on their successful visit to St Ives d it
certainly got people talking. We intend to display r
the coming months.

We have already seen two of the major house events of the term: House Art won by Eastgate and House
Public Speaking, where Northgate were victorious. There were over 275 entries for House Art and some

outstanding pieces of work. This competition is so highly contested that new rules will be introduced next
year. It is superb to see so many pupils involved.

I hope that the rest of this newsletter continues to give you a strong sense of what we are trying to offer and
achieve at Sir Thomas Richds: balance between the pur
balance between the classroom and all else we seek to do. Above all, recognition that education is about

more than mere achievement: it is about development. | know that we are rather lagging behind on using e -
communication. | hope this Newsletter reaches you by email. We are currently reviewing how we keep in

contact with parents and will inform you as we continue to make progress in this area.

M Morgan
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Sir Thomas Rich’s Newsletter Library News

BLUECOAT BEST BOOKNARD

Agreeing a shortlist from the twenty five books on this
for the nine members of the Year 9 award panel. With so many amazing books around and panel members with

drastically different opinions, it was always going to be a tall order to come to an agreement. But they are

determined to do it and will announce the shortlist in the New Year. Here are some of the titles up for

consideration and what the panel thought of them.

Eve and Adamby Michael Grant. The author also wrote the Gone series so
there were high expectations. It lived up to every one. Unique, with a story-
line like no other. It delves into the world of genetic modification. Eve gets
the chance to create the perfect boy, Adam. But she uncovers a whole lot

of secrets she shouldn6ét know. This is
trust. Accessible, engaging and funny. Fastpaced and full of action and
deceit.

The Disappearedby C.J.Harper is an actionrpacked thriller about a corrupt-
ed education system. A boy is dumped in a mysterious academy where the
teachers are caged, there are no rules and his identity is wiped. The book
records his efforts to find the truth and keeps you on the edge of your seat.
It made me feel like | was there and the suspense was brilliant.

HUT':IE\NS' The Humansby Matt Haig is a creative book about an alien who visits Earth
- on a mission. Funny and yet thought-provoking, the book provides an in-
""'w" sight into what it really is to be human and makes you contemplate how
special we are. | recommend this oneof-a-kind book.

Noble Conflict by Malorie Blackman is a gripping, action-packed and in-
ventive read which explores themes of terrorism, government corruption
and rebellion. Though at first it may seem to stick a little too closely to the
path of previous young adult dystopian titles, it quickly establishes itself as
an exciting book in its own right.

NEBL
EWFUCT

blackman
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Sir Thomas Rich’s Newsletter Library News

Ghost Hawkby Susan Cooper was far and away my favourite. It is an
emotional tale following the life of a Native American boy named Little
Hawk. You will grow attached to him and his immigrant friend John. It will
awaken emotion you did not even know you had. It is a book you will always
remember.

Nowhere by Jon Robinson. Set in a juvenile prison like no other, dozens of
teenagers are locked up with no idea what crime they committed and where
the guards carry air-blasting guns. Four teenagers attempt to escape. An
enticing book which keeps its secrets throughout. It lets your imagination fly
as your brain tries to figure out the background story. The ending provides a
beautiful twist/cliff -hanger. It seems to be the first within a series.

The Ocean at the Endbf the Lane by Neil Gaiman is a truly fantastic book. It is
dark and thought -provoking, reflecting on childhood and memory through

the eyes of first a child and then an adult. Along the way, you will be scared,
amused and enchanted. Just under 250 pages of storytelling magic.

‘CLOUD o
HUNTERS
~ Al e x S hChadrHentedss an adventure story thankfully free from

clichés that have become overused of late. It will transport you to another
world for the short time it takes to read it.

Butter by Erin Lange is about obesity and online bullying told from the
victimds perspective. I't is the sort of
an utter gem to read.

The Hit by Melvyn Burgess is about a new drug on the street that gives you
the ultimate high but only a week to live. Is it worth it for so high a price?
Utterly shocking in the best possible way.
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Sir Thomas Rich’s Newsletter Library News

e e

After Tomorrow by Gillian Cross is about an apocalypse. The world is ending
and people will do anything to survive.

GALLIA PROSS

Fault in Our Starsis a very emotional book that has been highly praised and |

l oved it. The writing style is beautifu
afraid to put profanity and sex in the book. He writes it very realistically. Ten
out of ten.

Boy Nobodyby Al l en Zadoff is quite similar |
but Boy Nobody is the hunter not the hunted. A very good thriller that made
me want more every time | sat down to read it. Nine out of ten.

Let 6 s Daabgiek with ®wls is an autobiography by David Sedaris. It is a
hilarious timeline of stories from dentists and dads in pants to colonoscopies.
ltds fun to read and just keeps on gi Vi

DANIY ARy

A Tear in the Curtainby John Symons is an atmospheric novel about a period
of history that has been well-documented, but rarely as convincingly and
skilfully written as this

Bluecoat Best Book panel
members, standing: Craig Jones,
Harith Kriel, Tom Fisher,

Anujan Ganeshalingam,

Praseed Grover, and Faizaan
Pervaiz ; seated: Tomas Lappy,
Sepehr Amini Raouf and

Oliver Fewell .
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Sir Thomas Rich’s Newsletter Library News

REMEMBERING THE GREA WAR

As part of our volunteer work for our Duke of Edinburgh Award, we decided to undertake a history -based project.

The project involves us researching the seventyseven former pupils of our school, who fought and died in the First

World War. This will take around nine months to complete with the aim of holding an exhibition next autumn.

Besides us, there are also four other boys from years 10 and 11 working in pairs on the project. Each pair has twenty

-five ortwenty-si x names from the school ds war memorial to inves
it as a good opportunity to find out more about the Gres
to look at the first admissions registers, starting from 1882, and we have visited the Commonwealth War Graves

website. We would be pleased to hear from any relatives of these men who could supply us with more information

or even photographs.

Some of the names are proving difficult to find and are listed below. If you know anything about one of these or
one of the other names on the WW1 memorial, please get in contact with the school to tell us more about them.
Our email address for this project is library@strs.org.uk

C. Browning, L.J. Colbrook, E. Davies, H. Evans, W.H. Evans, C. King, D.A.E. Lane, M. Lewis, R.W. Lewis, T. Lewis, T.
Ponting, A. Rheam, S. Robertson, P. Simmons, S. Smith, L. Stanley, V. Stubbs, W. Walker, A.S. Wells

Elliott Richards-Good and Louis EarleDavis 10T.
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Sir Thomas Rich’s Newsletter Y9 News

9B HIGH TEA

To say a big thank you to their
KS3 Form Tutors and Heads of
Year, the boys of D&T group 9B
organised a High Tea on the day
before we broke up for the
summer holidays.

Home baked items were

offerings and the table was set
ready for the arrival of Mr M Morgan, Mrs J Spilsbury, Mrs M Brown, Mr P
Daniell, Miss J Wells, Mr N Stewart, Mr C Powell & Mrs E Phillips.

Several of the group remained after school acting as very good hosts
ensuring teacups were kept topped up and plates never allowed to get
empty. The table groaned under the weight of such tea-time delights as
scones (with cream and jam), flapjack, freshly baked bread rolls with cream
cheese and smoked salmon, chocolate and ginger tartlets, soda bread,
gingerbread man biscuits, chocolate brownies, Welsh cakes, Victoria sponge, lemon drizzle cake, meringues with

cream and strawberries, chocolate truffles ... a banquet fit for a Queen! (Unfortunately Her Majesty could not attend

as she was at the opening day of the Lords Ashes Test Ma
All the teachers were amazed at the quality (and quantity!) 6Mr Mor gan even going as far t

the best scones | have ever tasted, great texture, é an

The boys themselves are to be congratulated on their brilliant cooking and mouth wateringly presented fare.
Well done!
J Spilsbury
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Sir Thomas Rich’s Newsletter Technology Club & Y7 News

TECHNOLOGY CLUB

The Technology Club is now under way with seven teams in Year 7 taking
on the Toyota Challenge to design and build either a Solar Powered car to
win on speed and direction.

Regrettably Toyota have temporarily suspended their competition this
year whilst they update it. However, with 7 teams of
keen students we are holding an internal competition
with a view to the successful team taking on the
National competition next year.

Our successful team from last year, now in Year 8, are
working towards a building on their knowledge
acquired in Year 7. They will face steep competition
from Ben Tapp in Year 10, assisted by Mark Thiselton
in Year 11 who, oreally |
Technol ogyo6.

The teams meet Wednesday lunchtime and after school Monday and
Wednesday until 4.45pm. Students attend as many sessions as they are
able.

We plan to film each car in trials and have a short interview with each
team before opening the competition to betting. All correct bets will be
placed in a draw and the successful entry will receive half the takings with
the other half going to PMM school.

S James

YEAR 7 SKILLZONE VI8

On the 6™ of November, 7R visited skillzone, in Gloucester. There we were taught how to deal with various
scenarios, such as a level crossing and a dark alley. We had lots of fun there and learnt some basic and significant
ways to stay safe, and did a quiz about those important life skills.

One of the scenarios that we took part in was a burning abode. In this scenario, we imagined what we should do. In
one of the rooms, there were real samples of burnt furniture, such as a bed and a wardrobe. We discovered that all
the wreckage was burnt in minutes. In addition, we learnt that if we have pets, we should leave them because they
have better senses of danger than us, so they would get

Another example was the railway. We were taught how to cross a railway safely, as many people go through a
railway line when the lights are flashing. These kinds of immature and inpatient behaviour has caused deaths in the
past few decades, not only the person who crossed, but also the people in the train that has crashed. We also
learnt how dangerous it could be to fly a kite near a railway line, as it could get stuck and if you try to retrieve it,

you will get an electric shock.

Our class®6 favourite part was the dark alley. This was
and the graffiti on the walls. It was really scary, but was fun to look at, especially the person who was smoking in
the corner. We also looked at all the trip hazards that could be there, and there were quite a lot.
This was our experience of our year seven trip to skillzone and we learnt large amounts there, and it made learning
fun.
Abhinav Pandey & Henry Mercer
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Sir Thomas Rich’s Newsletter D&T News

BUDDING MASTER CHEFS INSPIRE IN NATIONAL COOKING COMPETITION

SPRINGBOARD’S

FurureChef ‘

Once again the Food Technology kitchens were adrift
with gorgeous aromas as competition time got
underway in the annual Future Chef awards.
Future Chef for ms paiprofileof |
national schoolsd programa
competition is a four -staged nationwide culinary
competition helping young people aged 12 -16 to learn ¥z
to cook. Itinspires them to explore food and cooking
as a life skill, helps develop their culinary talent and
informs them about entry routes into the hospitality
industry. It culminates in a national final at
Westminster Kingsway College where winners of the 12
regions go head to head and one talented student
becomes the Future Chef winner!

During October we held the first stage - the school
heats d from which two winners will now go through to
the Local Finals, to be held at the catering school
training kitchens of the Cheltenham campus of the
Gloucestershire College.

For the School Heats, boys had to devise and cook a
hot main course meal for 2 persons for ingredients cost
of under £5.

Due to the number of entrants this year we had to
stage 3 separate heats. Boys were judged not only on
the flavours and appearance of their dishes but also on -
their creativity and their culinary craft and organisation :
of their kitchen spaces while cooking. There were
some great ideas, ably executed, and some very good [
looking plates were set before the judges. But this year |

it was the flavour combinations that stood out,
indicating that here at Tommies we have some great
young chefs with a lot of potential.

So close were the judges?éd
separated the top three boys.

Winners - Sam Singha 7S and Ed Gayler 9T
Runnersup - Michael Gibbs 9T and Harry Gennard 8R

Well done and thank you to all who took part and
cooked some marvellously tasty dishes!

My thanks also to fellow judges Mrs Phillips and Mrs
Brown.

P Brown;
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Sir Thomas Rich’s Newsletter D& T News

FREE

to enter

with mince

Young Chef Challenge 2013

YOUNG CHEFS TO COORVINNING RECIPES FORTV CHEF

On 11" November , Leon Huebner & Dhilan Patel 8 both of form 9R & cooked their own recipes for TV chef James
Martin in the OoOMake It With Mincedé national cooking chal

The challenge required them to turn 200 grams of British
flavourful dish for 2 persons for just under £10 total ingredients cost.

Leonds recipe was 0-Momprising@olitile goueniet bBewsizegreats swiich were fiddly to make
but well worth the effort for the flavours and aromas; they packed in a world tour of tastes!

Dhil ands recipe was OFried Ravi ol iowtchdreweh Anenecantmid-w8sgeincy T o
influences in an unusual fried pasta dish.

They invented and cooked their dishes during their September Food Tech lessons with Mr Brown. The recipes with
photographs, detail cooking plans and costings were submitted online together with those of their classmates as part

of the schoolds competition entry. From the hundreds of
selected for the regional final.

Leon & Dhilan will now travelled to Bristol on Monday 11 ™ November to cook their recipes and present their dishes
to a panel of judges, which included TV Celebrity Chef a

James Martin.

They had an enjoyable and exciting afternoon.

P Brown
JAGUAR CHALLENGE
Massive congratulations to Peter Methley (10B) who finished 3% in the National
Autumn Fun Race, in the Maths in Motion, Jaguar Challenge. Jg
Peter won a tight competition in school just a few days before the national race, .
and as a result qualified on 3 place in the pit lane. Despite a few moves up and N
down the | eaderboard during the race, s s t e
finishing a very respectable 3¢. Y - L N R

We now look forward to the Christmas Race where we hope our entrant can do as Maths In Motion
well as Peter did in the Autumn race.

N Stewart
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Sir Thomas Rich’s Newsletter D&T News

G-TEM

On the 1% October, my A2 DT class travelled to
Brockworth to visit the G-TEM manufacturing
plant. We started the visit by being told about how
the company manufactured car parts for large car
manufacturers such as Honda and Toyota. After
talking about their recent investment in new
technology and premises we then discussed the
business side of the DT course; discussing about
how they have adapted their strategy to the
current economic climate by taking on more
customers such as BMW and JLR.

After this initial talk we were then led onto the
shop floor where we witnessed the manufacture of :
an array of different car parts. Whilst dodging forkllft trucks and wearing some fetching yellow caps we Watched the
presses and robotic welders shape and join pieces of steel at an impressive speed.

We were shown from the shop floor into a small room where the quality control was taking place; this involved the
use of complex measuring equipment [CMM] to ensure that every measurement was within its tolerance. To
complete the tour we were taken to the holding bay where thousands of pressed sheets of steel were stacked on
shelves, ready to be dispatched to the next stage of the manufacturing process: Assembly.

Luke Ridal 13H

FESTOMANE

The 2013 Stroud Festival of Manufacturing and
Engineering (Festomane) is a festival celebrating
Stroud's rich engineering and manufacturing heritage,
promoting opportunities for local young people, and
inspiring the next generation of engineers and
manufacturers. Created by Neil Carmichael MP, the
Member of Parliament for Stroud, organised by his
office, and held at the Stroud Subscription Rooms, the
Festival is one of the key aspects of improving Stroud's
skills and economy.

The STRS students were able to visit a range of
exhibitors stalls, many of which were interactive, to
learn about and experience some of the many
opportunities open to them in the field of
manufacturing and engineering. The visit was
completed with a seminar on the use of pneumatic
systems in the world of manufacturing and
engineering. The students were then set a number of
chall enges to build a ran
from a set of components, which they completed with
enthusiasm and skill.

\\\\\“\\\\\ m
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Sir Thomas Rich’s Newsletter PHSE News

YEAR 8 PSHE CHELSEAG CHOI CE

On Wednesday the 13"November, the Year 8 pupils wat ca
Choiced6. It was about a teenage girl who i nt
story the actors, at the end, taught us a lot about internet safety and how to avoid being in

Chelseads position in our own | ives. My feelings about
ti mes but it was an interesting story. I particularly 1

talking to the O0studentsd about Chel seads story because
liked the question and answer session at the end as it helped answer some of the questions | was thinking about in
my head.

Robert Ashworth 8B

Child sexual exploitation can affect anyone, primarily aged between 116 15 years but sometimes as young as 8 and

older teenagers can be affected too. People might think that you would have to be quite stupid to be affected but

smart people often think it will never happen to them ar
prevent yourself from falling into their traps by only meeting people you know in person online. Never trust anyone

you have only met online and make sure your privacy settings are on high. Report buttons on social networking sites

and organisations such as the NSPCC, CEOP and Childline are always there to help.

Jake Butler 8B

Child exploitation is a huge problem in the UK and it can happen to anyone. It is when a man or woman uses boys
and girls for sexual reasons. These kids are groomed (manipulated) and kids trust the man or woman. These people

are called paedophiles and predators. There
CHOICE

are many ways in which children can be
groomed.
Raising Awareness around

Caspar Lindgren 85

€This can happen to
These people target you by grooming you. In
Chel seads case he mad
hated her except him and he made her feel
special. Eventually he made her dependent
on him and the drugs so she needed him
more. Then he began selling her for sex.
This is only one of the ways you can be
groomed. It could be via the internet when
people arendt who t hdg
be they find out where you hang out and
target you there. Ne
you because these people are very clever
and can manipulate you. You must always be
aware of who you are
think you know someone on the internet
unless you have met them in real life. Always
make your profile pri
paranoid just be prepared.

Child Sexual Exploitation

e e o 4

www.alteregocreativesolutions.co.uk

Jonathan Powell 8S
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Sir Thomas Rich’s Newsletter Language News

RHINELAND TRIP 2013 A cable-car ride took us up to the Niederwald

recreational area close to the imposing statue of
Germania (built to commemorate the re -establishment
of the German Empire after the Franco-Prussian War of
1870-1871). The panoramic views of the Rhine were
impressive and we continued to enjoy them as we made
our way down through the vineyards on foot and
returned to the town centre. Our final excursion was to
the Phantasialand theme park near Bonn. Rides such as
the Talocan, Black Mamba and the Tower ensured that
all those in need of an adrenalin rush were fully satisfied.

In the early hours of Wednesday 16" October forty of
our Year 8 and 9 pupils set off on a long coach journey
heading for the Rhineland area of Germany. They were
accompanied by Mrs Testoni-Ranken, Mr Morgan,

Mr Gregory and Mr Thompson (coming out of
retirement for a second time!). Despite a lengthy delay
on a motorway in Belgium, we arrived at our hotel in
Linz am Rhein with sufficient time to take the boys on a
quick walk around the town before the evening meal.

This was another thoroughly enjoyable and rewarding
trip. The boys responded with enthusiasm to all the
cultural and linguistic opportunities on offer, recording
many of them in their study visit diaries. Their standard
of behaviour and politeness was excellent. Their
gratitude towards Mrs Testoni-Ranken for her hard work
in organising the trip was genuine, as will be their
heightened level of interest in and awareness of German
language and culture.

On the first full day in Germany we travelled to Cologne
for a guided walking tour of the city, followed by a visit
to the Lindt chocolate factory and museum. The boys
proved to be good customers for the shop! On the
second day we went on a boat trip down the Rhine. We
passed the legendary Lorelei rock and admired the
gorgeous river scenery which, fortunately, was bathed in
warm autumnal sunshine. Our destination was the
historic town of Rudesheim. There we visited the
Siegfrieds Musikkabinett museum and admired its
impressive collection of automated musical instruments.

A.J. Gregory
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Sir Thomas Rich’s Newsletter Language News

FRENCH EXCHANGE 20132014

In the early hours of the 9th of November, a group of

Year 10 and 12 students Il eft Sir Thomas Richds school
for Stansted airport for the French exchange. The

exchange was to Oloron in the South West of France

and it was the 3rd visit to school had made there. The

town of Oloron is very pretty with a fantastic view of the

Pyrenees.

We were met with blue skies and sunshine when we

arrived early on Saturday morning, but unfortunately

this didndét continue for the rest of the week. However,
the weather didndét affect the great experience.
The students had an extended weekend with their

families because of Remembrance Day. The host

families were very generous in their hospitality, for

example, | was taken bowling and took part in laser

guest which | enjoyed very much and gave me a chance

to meet up with other English students. | was also taken

to Spain for an afternoon and had lunch with the

grandparents of my host. The food in France was

exceptional and | can see why France is so famous for it!

| was given various cheeses every night after my meal,

and they even offered to make me an English cup of tea

every morning!

When we were not with our host families, the school had arranged a number of trips including one to the Jurancon

winery where we were given a chance to taste the local wines! We also visited the Lindt factory shop, which we all

enjoyed, and spent a lot of money in! My personal favourite was visiting the town of Pau where we visited the

O Mus®e national du cho©teau de Paud and spent the afternc
spending it with my friends in such a lovely place.

At first we were all nervous to speak to our host families, let alone in another language! But they really made us feel
at home. My partner knew how much | wanted to improve my French so only spoke English when she really had to,
and | realised | knew more French than | thought but my dictionary became my best friend for the week!
I 8d |Ili ke to thank Mrs Thomas and Mr Gregory on behalf of
into making the exchange as successful as it was. Also thanks to the host families for their hospitality. | hope the
French students enjoy the experience as much as we did when they come to England in March
Emma Coleman
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